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1.1. What is pragmatics?

I.1.1. A definiticon

Pragmatios. in ong of the mosd viteaat and mpally growing fckds @ contom-
porary bsgiestics and the philiiopiy of lingusge. [n moen vears., i has ks
e ncreasingly & contral tof in coghane aoane, artifil secdlipeace.
inlmates, newrecience, language pathology, anthiopoogy, and sooslogy.
Bt hat is pragmancs” Pragmatics can be broadly Sefised i 1he study of
Isnguage in e However, sach & definition may be 100 general and s
vague w0 be of much we. This b boviuse pragmatics is a pamscalarly
compley whedt with all kinds of Ssciplimary influence, and Tow, i any,
chear bosndaricn (we c.p. Levwi 198 % 535 and Asicl 2010 for 3 discus-
wion of herw b dcfine pragmaticsl.’ Here, | shall not repeat Levinsos's and

' be Huaig 100 %0 the epewnlalive sosarch aieas i (oslemperany pragmal
o g sarveyod s an ssithortstre, op-io-daic, ssd compred description of

2 1L TRODUCTION

Areed's discussions, bt smply ploposs & worling delinfion of pragmates
P s Levirmon 3000).
(L1 A deimitesn of pragmstss
Pragmatics i the wywiomalic sisly of moumag by v of, or deposdont on.
the wie of lnguage The oostral oy of mguiry of propmsias ookl
mmplcalire. prosapposton, yeech sl doam, and referomse.
I aball setesn by Bhe s off how 1o defiac pragsuata in Chapler B, whecrce
the micrface and divisoen of bsur Botween jespmalics and serantics & o
e discumasd.
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2.7 Pragmatics
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Analyzing and
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1 The meaning of meaning

Humpty Dumpty's claim to be the “master” of his words — to be able to use
words with whatever meaning he chooses to assign them — is funny because it
is absurd. If people really talked that way, communication would be impossible.
Perhaps the most important fact about word meanings is that they must be shared
by the speech community: speakers of a given language must agree, at least most
of the time, about what each word means.

Yet, while it is true that words must have agreed-upon meanings, Twain's
remark illustrates how word meanings can be stretched or extended in various
novel ways, without loss of comprehension on the part of the hearer. The contrast
between Mark Twain's successful communication and Humpty Dumpty's failure
to communicate suggests that the conventions for extending meanings must also
be shared by the speech community. In other words, there seem to be rules even
for bending the rules. In this book we will be interested both in the rules for
“normal” communication, and in the rules for bending the rules.

The term SEMANTICS is often defined as the study of meaning, It might be more
accurate to define it as the study of the relationship between linguistic form and
meaning. This relationship is clearly rule-governed, just as other aspects of lin-
guistic structure are. For example, no one believes that speakers memorize ev-
ery possible sentence of a language; this cannot be the case, because new and
unique sentences are produced every day, and are understood by people hearing
them for the first time. Rather, language learners acquire a vocabulary (lexicon),
together with a set of rules for combining vocabulary items into well-formed
sentences (syntax). The same logic forces us to recognize that language learners
must acquire not only the meanings of vocabulary items, but also a sel of rules
for interpreting the expressions that are formed when vocabulary items are com-
bined. All of these components must be shared by the speech community in order
for linguistic communication to be possible. When we study semantics, we are
trying to understand this shared system of rules that allows hearers to correctly
interpret what speakers intend to communicate.

The study of meaning in human language is often partitioned into two ma-
jor divisions, and in this context the term semANTICS is used to refer lo one of
these divisions, In this narrower sense, semantics is concerned with the inherent
meaning of words and sentences as linguistic expressions, in and of th lves,
while PrRAGMATICS is concerned with those aspects of meaning that depend on
or derive from the way in which the words and sentences are used. In the above-
mentioned quote attributed to Mark Twain, the basic or "default” meaning of
good (the sense most likely to be listed in a dictionary) would be its semantic
content. The negative meaning which Twain manages to convey is the result of
pragmatic inferences triggered by the peculiar way in which he uses the word.
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10 INTRODUCTION: KEY BASIC CONCEPTS

SEMANTICS AND PRAGMATICS
Semantics and pragmatics are closely related terms in language study. Semantics refers

to the construction of ing in language, while pragmatics refers to ing con-
struction in specific i ional Pragmatics is also sometimes referred to as
the study of 'meaning in use' or 'meaning in interaction’, whereas semantics is concerned
with the more abstract study of general, ¢ ional ing within language structure.

These two disciplines of language study are thus firmly linked, and establishing a
clear distinction between them is difficult as they tend to blur into one another, Similarly,
in recent years there has also been a blurring of the boundaries of semantics and other

disciplinary areas of language study as linguists have increasingly realised thar it is
misleading to treat e ing in isolation from its sur ding context.
One example of such blurring is with lexical semantics in B2, which illustrates the inter-
relationship between lexicology and the ic study of ing construction.

Pragmatics is also heavily interrelated with studies of discourse, as we will see in strand 5,
Elements of pragmatics study are also utilised within sociolinguistics (see A9).

In this unit, we begin by briefly introducing you to more traditional terms and
foundational elements of semantics; we then consider how ics and pragmatics
interrelate with one another; finally we move on ta in¢ some foundational prin-
ciples of pragmatics study,

Sense and reference
An important distinction in semantics and a useful principle for our exploration of
the traditional role of semantics in English language study is to define the sense and
f of linguistic expressions. Sense and reference are crucial components, as
they form part of the foundation of every facet of study within semantics. Sense refers
to the central meaning of a linguistic form and how it relates to other expressions
within the language system. Reference can be defined as characterising the relation-
ships between language and the world, in particular, specific entities that are being
focused upon,

A classic example to help illustrate the distinction between the two terms is con-
sideration of the noun phrases ‘the morning star” and “the evening star’ (see B4 fora
definition of noun phrase). Both can be defined as having the same reference — they
both refer to the planet Venus — but they clearly have different senses. This example
also neatly illustrates the crucial role of context in determining reference. Whilst there
are some terms in the English language that have constant reference, such as ‘the moon’
(at least while on this planet) or "Great Britain', most often terms which express
reference are reliant upon context for their meaning.

Sense is more difficult to define than reference, as it does not refer to a particular
person or thing — it is a much more abstract concept. The best way to consider the
sense of a linguistic form, and thus define its central meaning, is to compare it with
other entities. For example, if we compare a dog to a cat or a giraffe, we get a better

understanding of the ic features of the lexical term ‘dog’. By making such
comparisons we are defining the senses of the linguistic form ‘dog’. It is important to

ber that all expressions which have meaning can be defined as having sense,
but not all expressions of ing will have refi e




Bigpumani Fagn




_—_,_———————————————————————————
wacaler, 1| snghil aleo be thal e focephons] willl beas B sficrance and chisse o brn up e Bermoial Thia, oo, soubd be o
perlcaissmry cffect In ol whes the sppropriaic offician ol o woddeng wn { sow proscosece pon esbosd o wiir, e
pethcsissmry offoch ay cdrsordinanly wide-rangng, snd affed mmemenbls poople who wire aol oo peesenl For B
spcarh sol, ickaling bankers, hoapasl woriers, Wl swagers who woll S sddne e ervelopes wilh By aadd Nivs
il oot o b et cade abandl the legadl e o the coaple B decsds o oo Haplisie el dinsicmngs aealarly isodve
o s with kofg-fange porlocuonary oot oh pooplhs w o Sy aol s oo pross for e el s
Tt dih the poi locussiy cffoct of spelopes. One oo agedopos by any marber of meass, inchudog oss 0330
e

B ey

Bl o D

i | wre—y

d. Thatl midi o bevia By e da) b odin

LR

& i

Fuw, motice el ealy (231ah 15 an cxphen poifvmabve Eves thoagh {23180 5 o mofe comsion way of cypncising an
Epedagpe, 1 mncly apeakeng, B0 il pRrRETTEILGG, 1 MRl § s phodl m sl Gy that i e ey cleaer
o 2B e o 290w Ay o of these. owever, willl hane o similar perloosisenary eleot apon e bearer An apelogy 1.
i L s T R e B O O PR P by SfRen el 1y i3 on e kel of the hearer i) duaes
poperty with, kb cuemple, cypression of gratiuds. Wiale 0 doos speleie the hewrey s decoarss medel, in particolar e
represision of Be spralory | skding the properiy “wen” o sy wsch dungl, Ses s ol o primerny parpess, as ik Sequently
i wiih s doc larasmsg o | wiew o 20T ey el vpseal by ie b et v i apdaie sour holipls sheat e Rllelibend of rain

ZEZS B e

St goal in mulong s wierencs m hvpscally mol o changs yoear aisls freand sain, Bk oF | sy ey ey, ooy poall Sypecally
. o changs voar aBhudy svwmd me_ o relsbiorehp, and or the ol 1've commened | comennly, e pral 5. 0 coes WA
he less angry or aggmevedl and e updating of v Sscoase-mskl ropresmaton of me 58 sede ofleci AJ of e
unerance. i 1 RN deapaie e ey thad @l b ceme o thern s mpde i reler than explic il perfermatives. share tesg (Rimary
anl wecondary perlocubionary offech - or of benil they ypmcally do W's entucly prasible o the bearoer ool o be nolhificd o
sl =l v contime B0 ke angry The illecutionary kwce i et of sn apology, and e dcursd perlocuianery offict
molivficaiton, b v whall bl e spesiber cewed marely conbod e porlocuBorary gifoct. Mearwhile e socendery
peflosmssnry o of cmsing the howfer 0 apdale thee decose-model represomation of e spealis s level of pegrel may
o ey ol okl depending o whethes the bearer belicvs e spealer o sinoere 1 is possible that e oaly el 0 the
dricouine el weuld be the Bt Bl the sgpcaher B made e alicraie.

sl sl o conbifus B be angy The allecubionary Beice o hal of an apolegy, end e dcinsd perlocubioniry ciliecl n
ot boapaearas Mot off Cammang the heater W apndae thea detooeemunded represomation of the spealos 5 beeel of regen may
of iy Rl hedd, dependeig of w bethe the heares Believes e apealer o sifeere N 18 possible dhat e osly updese o the
driimirae e ] wooild e e el Bl the apcakey bai mde e alietafoe.

An iniereving coifelile ol e personal apolingy s v beon comele g tus Gaf 15 e olicial spology mele By enlibes sisch
. SOMPOTETE O TRl e pas iSmeas. sgmires ontiry Eoepa. Par caenple, i fung D00 the U ieigd Sames Samay
pproved 8 resslmon spedopiang b b eelavenen gl wepegaion of Acen- tmences. The rebrvant pant of e
rsanl i 14 perossenmad in (2130
by Ermieesd by B e il R of Erpresrvisier ooy | el s ol e Losgees w e iy

i AR TR T B A T D SRR KR O A RN AR AMEER A e |

T e L e ] i P e e R e e L S Ry "
1) g, s bbsom hewreom o bkl ol de propm o e | omied s o dee meogp o] g deen gl sier smgseen sk
el ey ey el Do o] e e
1) e @ Ty bR b e Rl B ol D e ol = e et gl e B B el B e
Begyme ol ol e al g o B 1 sl Teeies beomofl e el o vl e Lo e s 1t B e o e el bors ondl me wh

VA1 R R . S . s
i N by e o st me e g S | ke Saser ow
1w b b TR o G e Dy | e

| ekl il b S Gl bl B PR M i i i o . s wl il VO " Ml il i 15 B

Clearly e Eelepily combmioss B sach ib apobegy defler om those & § pereoial apslogn Lt nele bl pypes o8 151) i
an intriunoral apekogy (kher uch apeligees owlads. o comple, the SHEF cass @ w beck d orman Pressdimi Retannes Has in

wn ackbrews o e Burseds paraemene, apekepond S e Hinkososd sl gabed fon kerproones, saying, mparnt

34y s ki by begssime P o el e e e b Sl il B g b B kel o ot L A e e Pl b vl el | o e
e S N S e N ST I I i

114



I HI
ENGLISH
ANGUAGE




Linladeny: e Vs

(Phmmrsa v o] by s v vl mer e mmeds o e —
b m ki o drw e ol el rmabellery wak oma e o e
by o2l du geleg e eymise s e o gl ] meew s
Ao . eilabla = S bl Pl o oeith il ae P R
—ﬂh_hm#mn-ﬂn'ﬂﬁ
ik i s ol drua s e A
il hmde b= il s sdll haw B seTes s B e hal p
T
o e e b o bk e im e reerepls o e b
B S Sy T R R S I ST | SRR PN P
o i i e a2,
d =k b e d e Lo mw i oo wed
Bl e v v D e ol L sl | W g

190 0 Ty lrwing; o il
. ey i i it

‘l-ﬂn'ﬂ'—ll--lwh-l-r.l-l- rhe mrsas paws ook mn
bt b ok & i e d e -

h-ﬁhﬂ.-ﬂ_-m-ﬂjlﬁi"ﬁ-d

| mmar inr

.hlﬁhﬁl‘uhi--l-l-lu-liﬂhudTH.ﬁl-#
v sl REELE oy e @ e Ll Ry [hew ag b
s ek il el i b e el o = e e T Lt Wy P
hnhnhmﬁ*hwﬂhhh_lﬂ;
will pri sl i e sl o bashprnasd
L O e LT ST e e o - T

Co P TINCE AN FREFOEE LA

LR R R e R SR B e e T L P ]
ks w1 Lewrasgy mam bur on s s e abde s Thas Lmgasge el
L e e
. Ligjeit ol s i cenen s g o Pt el Pul (elmwai
h [y Clg. o el byl i bl ek o A
bl

Faur " ks i evuliren v ol oy | FpSp—
g e ey e o i el bl o e Rl . i Sl D
e e s s o et By | 1 sk rha Selleasang




