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CHAPTER 1
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Patriarchal Society
According to Feminism

Feminist Theories of Patriarchy

I T T o

By Linda Napikoski

Updated on January 24, 2020

Patriarchal (adj.) describes a general structure in which men have power over
women. Society (n.) is the entirety of relations of a community. A patriarchal
society consists of a male-dominated power structure throughout organized

society and in individual relationships.

Power is related to privilege. In a system in which men have more power than

women, men have some level of privilege to which women are not entitled.



Feminist Analysis

Feminist theorists have expanded the definition of patriarchal society to
describe a systemic bias against women. As second-wave feminists examined
society during the 1960z, they did observe households headed by women and
female leaders. They were, of course, concerned with whether this was
uncommon. More significant, however, was the way society perceived women in
power as an exception to a collectively held view of women's "role" in society.
Rather than saying that individual men oppressed women, most feminists saw

hat oppression of women came from the underlying bias of a patriarchal
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SUch a comparison reveals how much the concept ot ~Ihit-
erature” has changed in the past fifty years. Some theorists have
challenged even the concept of literature. John Ellis argues that
literature is not definable by properties, such as thyme, meter, plot,
setting, and characterization. “MNonliterary” works often have such
properties—advertisements, the lyrics to popular songs, jokes, graf-
fiti. Rather, the definition of literature is like that of weeds. Just as
weeds are “plants we do not wish to cultivate™ (38), so literature is
identifiable by how people use it. People use works of literature not
for utilitarian purposes—to get something done—but as objects of
enjoyment in themselves. Ellis says that a work becomes literature
when it is no longer “specifically relevant to the immediate context
of its origin® (44). If a physics textbook is no longer read for infor-
mation about physics but instead is read for some other reason—say,
the elegance of its prose style—then it transcends the “immediate
context of its origin® and becomes literature.

mﬂl_imaMIﬁ in the sense of a set of works of
assured and unalterable value, distinguished by certain shared
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MAJOR GENRES IN TEXTUAL
STUDIES

As early as Greco-Roman antiquity, the classification of literary works
into different genres haz been a maiur concern of 1itEra.r_'!.' ll'rnl:r:.',
which has since then produced a number of divergent and sometimes
even contradictory catepories, .A.rm:nE the variows attempts to clasify
literature into genres, the triad epic, drama, and poetry has proved to be
the mast comman in modern literary eriticism, Because the epic was
widely replaced by the new prose form of the novel in the Ei.ghl.-l!ml‘]l
century, recent classifications prefer the terms fiction, drama, and poerry
an du:i.gnu.ti.-ln: of the three majir |.'il.-|:nr_l.' genres, The ﬁr]ln“'jng
section will explain the basic characteristics of these literary gnres as
well as those of film, a fowrth textual manifestation in the wider sense
of the term. We will examine these bypes of texts with reference to
concrete examples and introduce crucial textual terminology and

meethods of analysis helpdul For 1.|:|1|:]|.~:r:||:.'.|.1'|-|li.ng the respective genres.

|
FICTION

Although the novel emerged as the most important form of prose
fictiom in the L-iEhtucnlh century, its precursars go back tor the aldest
texts of |i.tL=:ra:r_lr |'||:i:t|:|r:_|.'- Homer™s tl_‘.‘lil:'.l.,I the fliad and the E}n"p'jn:_r -
seventh century BC), and Virgil's (70-19 BC) Aemeid {c. 31-19 BC)
influenced the :rqu:l:r meedlieval E|:|i.-|: such a= Dante .ﬂiEHEri's {1 265-
1321) labian Diving Commedic (Divine Comedy, . 1307-21) and the
carly modern English epics such as Edmund Spenser’s (o 1351-99)
Faerie Queene (1390; 15%6) and John Milton’s {1608-74) baroque long
poem Paradise Log (1667). The majority of traditional epics revolve
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Cervantes” || 5471 61&) Dao s § 1605 |E|5LF:I'I1.M:|:._F|.

:Ir-rrrh.n'-rll. Af fthe seme fime, lorwerer, Corranies mainsics 3 mew
sl musdsfard cpic traditmin. Semmlarly, the Englishman Hemry Fielding
{10754 characteroes hin aered Jawph dmbews (174]) 28 5 Scomic
m'ﬂ'mirq:irpmmp‘n..'i.{..:rruﬂ}.ﬂll:_ﬂhi
ﬂ:ﬁ]ﬁs?ﬂ.!lﬁ."ﬂ!#ﬂlﬂrﬁ.‘r:‘ﬂ!ﬂ*:ﬂmiﬂﬂ
n..rnlrn:htn'hlph.llﬂu.:ﬁ.d’&rrr':m'mlmﬂhii.
In Englard, Dhamicl Defoc’s 16601731 Adbmoa Crasme 1709,
Samuel Richardson™s {16891 76l Famdds (174041} sl Clarioe
174549, H:':r Fl.l.'H'n:!'l. Tom Jorwe (1749}, smal Lagrence Sterne’s
{170 3-68) Temtram Shandy | 175%-67) mark the begimning of this new
Hn-.n-:rgrnrt._-ﬁf-rphm ﬂr-rF-r.E-h-rn:u.lE_n af the
-:-'IFn:I.l.rtllr-:Fr:l.-nr-drrnl.ini-r.

The newly establsled novel @ cfien :h.n-.-:l.rri.-:n'lflhh-
‘mﬂrm'md'-:ﬁridnhu.'ﬁrrrlrmgm:nf&-ﬁr

vttt b i Wil e bradiiomal epic exbibited
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HH.'i.I.“:I'. Srectured as an -rl:-i.ln-dil.'n.lniiﬂ:.. the Fl:lqu.l. eenviel Lries
hhrhﬂ'ul.iﬂﬁltiu"-luh"':llwl:r.ul:urnlq* H.:n.l]lﬂu-h
:.-L'I.ll.l:‘* voon Grimmeldamaen's (o 1621-76) Gormman il.l:rh:u'nl.m
{ 16ET), Danic] Deloe's Woll Randes { 1722, or Henry F'-:Lli.n.g'l Tam
fanez (1745}, whech all -|]|.1:‘.l:.' FL'E trait= ul this [wrm ol sy
lation. The Mt‘ﬂﬂﬂ feerel ol educationg, _Fru.'n":.'
n“mﬂj.uh:«'ihﬂ-mm.d-ﬂfihtihdﬂrlﬂ‘nﬂ:‘.l
F‘I.H:IFI.i.ll. freem chikilhocsd 1 rrl.tl.u-i:r. M waeh ll.q*l as
E-r:rg-r Eliot"s { 1B19-80 Wil om ihe Flom { 18603, or more rr:lmt':r
[airts h':i.ng':ll.?l.? k e I'.'H:h'm.g"l'uﬁ-.m (195269, Anuther
i.:n.ll.l-rl'.ml. lzzmm is the I'F-Ht-lﬂ.i.l': iwel, which s lotbers as a
mans ol E‘lt-F-l.'r— narratinn, as lor |.'.|.lrr:|:||-|.' Samui] Bachardeon s
Famels (178041 amed Tariesa {1745 495, A lurtker horm is the
bbstorical movel, such as Sir Walter Scott’s (17711532} Wararkey
{TE14), nhase setscem take FJ-.I: withm o realistse histerival costest.
Related b5 the histerical novel is 3 mare secent Bremd clbes Labseled
nisw iwnﬂim,‘ﬁiﬁumﬁrgr-td'ﬂwnuﬂhlmlrﬁ
imesdenis based oo real evenb, as -r.n.'rnl:l.i.H h:.' Trzman I'.'q:-u-br'l
(192458} fn Codd Alsed { 1968) or Morman Mailer's {1923 J.ir-u-nﬁr
the Wight (1963}, The satirical movel, sach o Jomathan Swall's
{16671 T45) Gullivess Trawels { 1726) cr Mark Twains (18351970}
The Advendere qr HLEH.:En'l_J-' Finn {18384}, I'I.I.H'I.L‘I wrakneses ol
HH.'i.I.“:I' I]'l.mush (1% ::.15::&- ] smial cemnemtions, wherneas
||||.|:|||H.u iyl cor mememe Giction senels create afereative worlils as
l.:n:-u-ul'l.'n'l.i-l.'i.':'q rr.‘:l.":‘:ﬁlh;‘tmﬂil':—,u'-dwﬂ.l.ﬁu
Nimciors Elr'u_lr\-_lrl-l.l' | 1545 I:l_'_l L_.I:HT Choweed] {1903-50% or more
n'l:lr.l]'r .'lnllr?.n.'l Spwesd's {1999} The Hendmaids Tale {1955,
1."|.'r:.' F‘:ﬂ. lurme arv the Eﬂl‘hk‘ novel, whivh inclkeds sach
works o Bram Stoker’s (18471913 Desculs (1897, aed the
detective moevel, ane ol the bot knewn ol whesh = 'LEJ&J
Claristie’ s {1 EH-1976) Marder en ihe Oricat Expeen | 1934
'I']-*.ﬁl'tlﬂ"‘,lu:::'-‘um:f'r-ﬁ:ﬁml has recvived kes
el from Hhrl.rr:.ﬂ:l.nlh.nﬂ.uu.l. A wath 1Bs: novel |, the
ruasts of e dhort story lic = antiquity and the Middle Ages. Story,
-I&,-lh-.rulrnl-:h&-nurnm—d'unul
dﬂiﬂ“ﬁl‘h‘ wh:h.m]:m-r‘rn'lu}' transmaitial The
terme “tabe” ffrom ®e w2, ke e Germas "F..l_g." {lnam
'u!.'n‘ . 1::1:']\., rdlocts tho cral dimwenses inherest in shoert
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20 Theoriung Patriarchy

definition of patriarchy has been continued by some of the major
contemporary writers on this question, most importantly by Hartmann
(1979, 1981b). | think that the incorporation of a gencrational clement
into the definition is a mistake. It implics 2 theory of gender inequality in
which this aspect of men's domination over each other is central to men’s
domination over women. Yet in practice few contemporary theories of
gender inequality establish that this is the case. For instance, while
Hartmann uses a definition which incorporates generational hierarchy
among men, this is not central to her theory of patriarchy, which focuses
upon men's organizational ability to expropriate women's labour in paid
work, and hence in the household. Thus inclusion of generation in the
definition is confusing. It is a contingent element and best omitted,

Before developing the details of its forms, | shall define patriarchy as a
system of social structures and practices in which men dominate, oppress
and exploit women.

The use of the term social structure is important here, since it clearly
implies rejection both of biological determinism, and the notion that
every individual man is in a dominant position and every woman in a
subordinate one.

Patriarchy needs 1o be conceptualized at different levels of abstraction.
At the most abstract level it exists as a system of social relations. In
contemporary Britain this is present in articulation with capitalism, and
with racism. However, | do not wish to imply that it is homologous in
internal structure with capitalism. At a less abstract level patriarchy is
composed of six structures: the patriarchal mode of production, patriar-
chal relations in paid work, patriarchal relations in the state, male
violence, patriarchal relations in sexuality, and patriarchal relations in
cultural institutions, More concretely, in relation 1o each of the struc-
tures, it is possible to identify sets of patriarchal practices which are less
deeply sedimented. Structures are emergent properties of practices. Any
specific empirical instance will embody the effects, not only of patriarchal
structures, but also of capitalism and racism.

The six structures have causal effects upon each other, both reinforcing
and blocking, but are relatively autonomous. The specification of several
rather than simply one base is necessary in order to avoid reductionism
and essentialism. The presence of only one base, for instance, reproduc-
tion for Firestone (1974) and rape for Brownmiller (1976), is the reason
for their difficulty with historical change and cultural variation. It is not
necessary to go to the other extreme of denying significant social
structures to overcome the charge of essentialism, as some of the
postmodernint post-structuralistg bave done. The six idemified are real,
deep structures and necessary to capture the variation in gender relations
in Westernized societics.
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of the houschold as a unit for one of its adult members to concentrate on
domestic work and one on paid work. Household labour is seen as ‘real
work’, and people decide which sort of work it is most effective to engage
in. It is suggested that it must be more efficient to have this specialized
division of labour than for both spouses to do some of each. Once the
decision has been taken that a person is going to be 2 homemaker or a
full-time waged worker it is difficult 10 reverse, because of the invest-
ments that are being made.

The theory predicts certain outcomes for differential wages for men
and women, and for the extent of women's and men's comparative
participation in paid work. Since women take the homemaker role, they
acquire, on average, less human capital and hence less pay than men;
further, they will spend less time in paid employment. The times at which
women engage in paid employment is seen to be related to the level of
wages; the higher the level of wages, the greater likelihood of women
substituting paid work for household work, This means that in times of
recession, when wage rates fall, women are likely to leave the labour
force and revert to useful acuvity in the houschold, while in times of
economic boom they would enter it

Akhough human capital theory is drawn from modem neo-classical
economics, it has striking paralicls with the functionalist school of
thought in sociology. While these arguments cross traditional disciplin-
uyboundaxia,dnumd:ldeumuandwuauuoftheammm
the same.

Parsonian functionalism (Parsons and Bales, 1956) also explauu
women’s lesser involvement in paid work as a result of their primary
pouuonmd:ehnlly Pmcompmahudwomemponummdn
family as that of the ‘expressive’ role, while men took on the externally
oriented ‘instrumental’ role. This division is likewise seen as differentia-
tion in the interests of the family, and indeed society, as a whole, not one
of power and inequality. Human capital theory and Parsonian func-
tionalism have the same structure of argument in that they explain the
position of women in paid work as a result of their position in the family,
which is considered to be functional both for its members and for society
as a whole. Further, the notion of a household rather than an individual
work strategy is not confined to human capital and Parsonian theory; it is
a common feature of many sociological analyses of gender and work (see,
for instance, Pahl, R. E., 1984). There are two main levels of crinque of
human capital theory: firstly, whether it is consistent with data on
women’s employment; secondly, whether the assumptions are reason-
able.
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CONCLUSION

While the review of theories of gender and employment has so far been
conducted in terms of four main perspectives, there ate some central
issues which cross-cut these perspectives. These are important for my

25 10 the interrelationship of the different pateiarchal struc-
tares. Thus in the first part of the conclusion to this chapter [ would deaw
out the following three points:

1 n:hboutmrlmhmmiupuwlmdm&nﬂylull\muu
the determinant of women's labour force participation than is

2 Womn.huuplmqnﬁuln id work is a result of material
constraints rather than a matter of ‘choice’ or of cultural values, as is
frequently o

3 dhmmu&mhpmuhumd
mullﬁvhlmoillbmwﬂnnuuhnmhed.mnudn
lmlnhlnnmmmniyofm but of political economy.

Labowur market versus family

The conventional view has been to argue that women's position in
mplqnm(-dwhmmdm)hdmmmdh
their position in the family. This is very dear in the analyses of
mwm.uuumum,u“).hw

such as Parsoos and Bales (1956), and in Marxist writers
mum)um(mummm-mmu

thvukn-nh-hdn women faced with decisions will take
ito account. It is doubtless true

lhtnmndty adering employ decisions will be con-
her & 1 A matried woman is likely to be

ml*mmud-&umm 1f our
analysis is wnh“mhhﬂh&.m

a8 if the family s 2 woman's
However, while this may be critical for an understanding of immediate
decition making, it does not provide an of the structures

which constrain & woman's “choice”. It does not explain why women do

Paid Employment 57

not have the same access as men to the better jobe. it is an explanation of
m&e:;mmhtln&.madaeﬂpdmdb«wm

It has been shown that women's lower pay cannot be explained in
termy of their lower skill and qualifications, that is, as a result of their
in the family. It has been further demonstrated that women's
labour force participation is not explicable in terms of their being used as
a reserve army of labour, that Is, in terms of their position In the family,
Rather, the structuring of the labour market, in particular, occupation-
al segregation by sex, emerges as critical to the explanation at every turn.
It is because women are concentrated in low-paying industries and
occupations that they get paid less than men, not primarily due to human
capital deficsencies. It is because women are to be found in the growing
sectors of the economy, the service sector, eather than in the declining
manufacturing sector, that they have notlo-mploym nnucbu

men in times of recession such as the 19805, The
povehars wﬁmhcﬂduhnﬂnﬁndpﬂ-mﬂ

ity in

The causal nk between labour market and family goes largely (but
not exclusively) in the reverse direction from that conventionally
md;kmhmhlﬁommhmhdly.nuvhmwlm
we ask questions about lon ata | level,

Materialist versus cultwralist

A further conventional view is that women's patterns of employment are
determined by cultural and ideological factoes rather than material ones;
u-m»mmuumamauw-
| eather than confle For & it d that

women voluntarily left paid work at the end of the world wars, that
women voluntarily gave up paid work on marriage, that women choose
Hﬁtrﬂuﬁuhﬂvmﬁ.nﬂhﬂqdﬁﬂnwnﬂnm
are not bomne out by the evidence. Women left pasd
nthuddh?u'dd'umkymw

n:: agr employers and male unions, backed by state

were forced to by the marriage bar, married women from
remaining in most forms of employment; preferences were
i 0 employ the | of the ge bar during the

was encrmous. Many women bave been engaged in work as beavy and
dirty as that of men, although this is often not recognized. Women's
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access 10 training, such as the universities, has had to be fought for;
initial entry was won by first-wave feminism, but struggles continue, In
shoet | am arguing that women's access to forms of paid employment is
an issue of conflict as much as conseasus; about issues of material power
as well as pormative valoes.
The level of the analysis is again important as it was for the discussion
dhd-wmd&hhu-ﬁn-"ﬁhﬂyn
1§ women’s p of empl If we look at women's own
wm&&emhy&mﬁw.mm-
appears as if cultural values are of riding significance; however, the
decper question is what creates the structures that lead to these beliefs.

Politics  These issues relate to a further conventional view: that
women's employment is not significantly affected by political processes, I
am arguing that politics both in the sense of state action and organized
collective behaviour not at the level of the state have been important in
MM%W(dbeu's).
mmmau-po-b, orps kers im the th
upport their d ds 1o *‘ women from the best jobs.
mwm-&--.wm:-&embadlhm
Mwmmmmwwhdmm
artempts to bar women have d much less frege , while today
the state ostensibly suppors women's equl nd-u in enploymcm
through the Equal Pay and Sex Discriminati Ithough this is not

lpollcyyunuedwizhnmr)
Gender are criti affected by political
wmhmmmhedhhadmbwhbu

Comtemporary changes
Women have i ingly been ing paid empl in the post-
war period, especially m-modwonn(-muwewomhawmnﬂy

ulwnpuidwk(ne table 2.1)), This entry into such an importane

aspect of the ‘public’ sphere has traditionally been seen as a sign of the

mlwptﬁondwnmw“lhbwlumnnhbkbruplm

tion by busbands within the b

mhhh&m&mh&wmm*h
male workers or the state,

In the light of such evidence one might write of the kessening of pender

Paid Employment 59
inequalicy, waet, lhe degree of inequality bcmeen mea ond mm
in teems of pny. and access to well:

E

very slightdy. Mu.lh-nh-bmody- t
qmmhhmﬁmmwm‘u
the in their icipation rates. The
mnhdﬂdoﬂy“ﬂy ﬁummﬂp&aﬂd
men's carnings in 1970 1o 74 per cent in 1986, while the expanding
sector of part-time workers carn only 76 per cent of full-time women's
pay (New Earnings Survey, 1986). The extent of vertical segregation is
extensive, despite some decreases in the decade 1971 to 1981, as

m»nbuzzmzsmmwmwhy
industries has declined for men, it has increased for women between
1971 and 1981, as shown in table 2.4 above.

So while the absolute exclusion of women from paid work is dimi-
mmmmwymmmmm

)
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H

of gender rel Are women bram-

The second iswue picks up the problem of inlism in f

thought: whether, in effores to explain gender difference, theorises treat
this in an over-rigsd, timeless way, which is conradicted by history and
the variety of forms of femininity and Knaty b asses and

ethaic groups.

The thied e is an b liberal 's concepth

of the individeal a3 a unified self-motivating being, and the pose-
lise snalysis of ing within dr which d this

rational, self-present sobject

Traditionally sdeology and calture have boen considered 10 be best
undeestood as & ser of beliefs which are related in some way 10 other
social phenomena. More recently writers in this field bave argued that =
is inappropriate to theorize ideology outside the material relations in
which it is embedded,

SOCIALIZATION THRORY

The il posi at least till recenady, has boen 10 see mascoline
and feminine identities 24 3 resule of 2 process of socialization (Beloes,

entails coop 3 Y, §e and emo-

ranging

physical chastisement. Thas lirtle girls are more Kkely 10 be told w0 be
quict and not 1o make 2 noise in Groumstances where little boys woald be
expected 10 be boisterous.




2 Theonzng Patriarchy

The soys and games of childhood are aho pendered. For sstance, litde
e e Mhely 00 be prvof dolle wile hoys got tram seos and lago. Lindke
& aov exgecred o play 51 woeung daddy's hanky, whic e boys pliy
soldires. These games Gifer boch @ mvn of the level of activny = boys
Raving moes sceve grmes — but alio i the onientation of the object of
ooy 10 adult roles ~ dolis 3re & peeparation for chddcare, soldiens for

The books and magaxmes that childeen and adolescenty read are
considered to déferentisie gender identaties further. In these, glels will be
portrayed heipung mommy with domewic chores, whde boys see engapged
helping deddy in manly ones or m sdvemures. They dow
wtrrrotyped smages of the acvines of both (hiddres and aduln, comers
bunng 10 exgectanons of boeh peeseas and furure prader roles

images peoblematic foc women, but there are a series of rochnigues, yach
i the "surhoritative’ vosce-over belag more oftem male (87 per cont),
which furdwr ibutes to the subonds 0n of women o0
oelevision (Tuchmas, 1573). Faally there are the story-Sincs chomselven,
which sagpen worve Semini duct @ moce appropeise foe
womm For mance. sengie woriing womes s moce ofien portzayed
the vicum of vmbimar d women (Tech 1570 bndend
the ploe of many Hollywood movies s one = which the surrative vtarn
when & woman seeps cut of line sad ends when she is restoend 1 peoper
feminine subjection (Keha, 1982},

Education i comidered so the process, both im terms of the
formal curnowhim, since boys and girls weuslly study differese subjecrs,
and of the hdden carriculum, & what they pick wp mdormally, Boys are
more successtul a the upper maches of the educancas) sysiem. Fven the
oy of d = = st apainet the gels, who sond 1o be
mmore sesioms (Mamworth, 17631 Boys sre moer kiiedy 20 take sownoe and
crafs usbypeom, while peis cakie a0y and domwatic mbjexss. Is this way they
2 perparnd Sor thewr adult rodes m the sensal division of labour (Dwem,
1975, 1990, 1976).

While many of the early soudies on gender socalization sentred on
fermimnity, an lncreasing number of modies have taken masculinity as
their focon (Deod, 1987; Kimescl, 1987, Mearn, 1987; Fascesn, 1975,
Tolsom, 1977). These tead 1o om the usnp ctive aspects of
mascalinny for mes, such a5 e wusting of the ability 10 oxprem

ewiher thas sy an & s to peivilege and power.

Culrwre (1
h‘.!.-h‘i--w‘-hm‘*

Eaden o and fominine subjecss. lesr
fomdy w0 the ks 20d sducanen e tmpicased B corryng no
Socaln theory = 2 powerful i gprons
didference are biologically mherwnt, It docamencs i detsl 4 series of
nanlnndn«l-md'olo"_d throsgh which giels and boys
acquire & gendered sbjectivity, there are a lor of isues which
Fewly, ‘q.hd::“m Jist cheust, sodal sy
r.ﬂcm-ﬁ(-‘ p— A
d—u“mb-ﬂyﬂ

W:M&MMMMMMLMTI&.;‘:
ey
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of pender, not of it constrisction. i has lnle
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order 1 bulld an effective opposition women need to create their
mmuhmlmhamwnﬁuth«ydﬂnuﬂnnﬂmn
aleernatives, This is ived as a p of j g, of the
Mmﬂo(hﬁum@smdvuhhﬂumm
Daly thus advocatos & separatist strategy which, while including sexwal
astonomy fram men, does not concentrate on lesbéanism as a central
hunnolhululy‘h
Daly has pi

$ul

vision dm and their potential.
huanlhuolmddnmhdnhpoa-anm
mmdh-dﬂm budnwudmlnbhalnoth

sweeping ’
mw&(l”l)“uﬂhhum‘“dh
resiatance of women of coloar o their opp oaly that of
mm'u—mw(mnnmum)
consider that she is an whose tiam s & dangerous
“h-—lﬁul’—-(ﬂﬂ)mm

4 & womae-centred analyst whose scpatatiom o 3 political dead-end.
I short she is roundly condemned a5 essentialist and separatise.

These criticisms are often ferocious and, | think, ovenstased. In outline
Mh.mhhﬂn“-ﬂumﬁudhm
Fuwnly, the acousation of cssemtiolism exaggerates the stasis n the
sccount. Daly does not ke most women a3 they ace, nor does she want
i—-nyt--q Racher, she wants 10 send them oll voyagng,

and changing. This = bardly embracing ewsential

Mhhmﬁ*“whlpﬂh-‘onh
e does not say thar men share this pocential, but nesther does she
say that they do not. The sence on men = 2 problem, and it is thes that |
think s the mon scriows probiem in her work. Secondly, the scoumation
of scparatism 13 overssated, since almost all feminists wtiliar and defend
the wie of soparatist tacucs on occasion, whether s & cnous within &
trade anion or 2 women's committee on a Jocal council. The issae should
be not whether this &s wrong in principle, but whether Daly argues for
more forms of scparatism than are appropoiste. For insmoce, Daly’s
eniticismn of feminists who try to engage with patriarchal professions can
be considerod to push the separatist case 100 strongly.

The main problems in the wark are its insufficent ditferentiation of the
consexts of women's lives, of the variety of ways in which men engage in
gender relarions, and its neglect of the matesial level of the economy.

Caltsre 2]

Sexuality Is the key to the definicion of women ia the woek of several
radical feminists, for imstance, MacKinnon (1982, 1987), Dworkin
{1981) and Rich (1980}, MacKinnon (1982) considers that sexuality i
the basis; women are defined a5 sexual

Review of theories
The socialization theorses made an cffective againal noBoss
that femininicy and masculinity were piven attributes. Bat

relations between the sexes and, in their focus on beeaking down
essentialst sotions of femiminaty, of any common experences of woman-
hood. But this was not universal, especislly when snalyses of discomrse
were related 10 the circamstances of production of those discourses as
well as to their content.

Some radical feminist theorists implicitly utilize some mpects of a
discourse approach, albeir ane which has & very strong sense of fixed
power relations (which is not to be found In Foucault’s wark), These



Calture 1o

(Davees, 1975). | chink the differen: sgraficance of pasd work for
femrunery i 4 remaricable shift m the oomrene of femiminiry and for e
bowndary of iemensury sad maeiculmity. Wil proveomiy e prosmaos
oo abarnce of wapged work wat 3 sgnifcons markey of masculery and
lipmanimiry, copeoally smong the middle dawes, mday this & mot o
There pomaans oaly & reidesl doment m that the type of pasd work has
OEnG poManence & 8 gender differentianne.

‘Waped work has been important s 2 signiher of masculnicy. Particu:
lar sorts of work arc imboacd with marc abality to bestow mascalmicy
iupon its doer ihen others. For mstance, Codlcbwrn {15983 has shown how
worker created enormous problems for thelt mascaline dentioes. The

concersed were not smoothly accomsplished but were accompa-
ﬁrnu&rﬁmnu.

Rether than conrainment wirhin the domente clrcle being the key sign
of femininity today, | would vaggest that it is sexual suractivensss 1o
mai, Whila the lamer was & virmee in the Victorian period {Hamileon,
1909, it was 50 in a relatively undercover way as comparned with oday.
It is w0 bonger merely the femindnity of young single women which s
defined in this way, bur incressingly that of alder women as well. b is

t on this issee of seomlity that the writers disagies: whether i m
& i of reststance for women to display and exert their sexuality (eg.
Winship, 1988), whedher ip i merely incorparabion imta a pasnanchal
system [e.g., Leeds Revolusicnary Femindst Group, 1981), or whether It is
btk sdmaalcanpously (Wance, 1954), Thas will be explared furtbir (o tha
on sexuality.
many aspects of popular colture appear 1o be incressing the
range of possibilines for women and reducny the restrscied area of
femininity, there is cne which does nos: pornography. I has been argoed
hrm.:llhmhlhd.l the availability of sexaally explic materials & an
imcrease in freedom, and this afver all was & focus of the ami-censceship
Llﬂi;?t-lﬁ‘m-ﬂlm Howeever, this sncreasa in freedom |8 for
inant growp in the poemography complex - men, The male
themselves often mclude not merely sexually explon scemes, ket oees of
':':‘-}_nm-:dh-iﬁnﬁmmmhlnklm

Ome of the sites of gender training which has onderpone some of the
most chaoges wowards reducing gender differences 5 that of loemal
edwcatied. by pre-industrial Brtam women wers batend brom such fosmal
rducancnal provsion a3 exsred. Tromng i lmerscy sai consned largely
o baiyi, and elste et wech o the oarvenehe of Ouford and
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changed during the nimcteenth cespary, such that formal edication was
one of the first of tdee public spheres o ke fully open o women. Girk
were admired to the secondary schools as scon as they were creared, and
women fought ther way isto the unrvenibtoes (Doem, 1978; Lewis, 1983;
Srrachey, '.I.Bﬂ-] Dlnq'l:icl:lrmndtmy educerion has been the

the number of degrees. Yet despite this lack of excluson, we stll see hagh
levels of segreganion by subpeos snadied, wirh bovs in the wiences and
girls in the arms.

A further general change in the ideologien of femminty and mascalic-

In shoey | am srguing thar, while variable scross clas, ebniciry, and
age in partcular, femininety i3 comsistently dofferentiared trom masculm-
iy over the [ century and & kali. Howewer, there have been some
mmportant  changes. Abstinence from pard work = no longer such a
central element of kemmmisy. Owerail there bas been 2 shift in the
discosrse of feminirery away from pevate domestxsty towinds more
public aspects of sexual artractiveness (o men, ourside as well a5 inmde
the fammly.

Thess changes have followed radher cham bed the muarenal chasges
pender pelations. As we bave seem, the wdeology of specific ocoupations: as
of ferminene follown on afier the eoonome. and political
over whach pender shall oocupy theese job don. Afver womnen
entry b e wisk, sbstimercs from wuch cnplorment orased ©
of che femenine disoourse

i

1l



Sexuality

Why are women comaciaed for Sorms of scxual conduct ko whsh mom sre
conmdired posinvely ! Why did dhe myth of the vaginal argasm have soch

source of pheasure that we sock Booughoct cue Sves i, Ferud, 1977) or
e loundstem of mem's comral over women (of . Macdonnon, 19821, or
d = 0 peripheral 10 conslderancns of sacksl tnegualiey (o, Marx)
Scxuslity & cither vslovant or coniesl 10 most sealyses of soowl
evlavions. Clam snalysis dom not even defend i amislon, while o«
Freudies thoughs end some vadical femssat analyses sexoabny i the
main determinant of social life.

analysis o radical feminism, However, some of the moce recent intee-
peetations of Freod have reduced che significance of buakogy in his texes
and increased that of the social and cultaral aspects, whie some, bur
cersainly not all, of the radical feminist analyses have & consception of as

tiomises, there s 3 fundamental discrepancy between the two pasions
which saderlies many of the other differences in the debaves on sexuality.
A further and relased qoestion is thar of the significance of sexuality snd
the dagree 1o which sexual peactices are determined or determining of
enhr'wd:::lm' vogecher with cthe relaced ane of the connection to
social con



les w1 the other (Hanmer and

Saunders, 1984; Kelly, L., 1988a; Russell, 1984; Seanko, 1985), | shall

focws an the mare extreme types, bt they are all interrelated and have
vimilag, if not che same, explanavons.

The definitions of borms of viokence are contentious, The nasrawest are

usually the legal omes, and these carry  certain authority because of their
5 amit

mollw&hhhnﬁnduhwhw»hnaw
80 wexusd i The of hoband-wide rape

fm-d-mhuulummdyhmmdmdby lnm
However, in many US states and most of Scandbnavia sexwal intercourse

Vinlewcr 12

agnint the will of the wils i legally cape. A survey o the USA found that
34 per comt of murmed women repored heing aped by thes hushands st

mm“lﬂn

As ah » the dell of violenoe % 10 adopt the
“dnuu-hu.lﬂﬂ Thas cagaures more than
sy other method the extom of the impact of viskenoe 0o women. It 4
aleo the most eadical in that it wakes due wond and percagaion of the
women who bave suffered the violence as our masdard, rasher than ocher
bodios which claim suthoeity in this seea, such s the polios,

A mid-way posinon is o define the aces which are dccmed
from & socisl scientia’s paiot of view 10 constitese violenos, whether
recognived as such by the sace or all women. Thes is the approach taken
by such social sclentses as Rasecll (1982, 1954), who ha carried out
detailed vurveys of the extom of violeace. For insiance Russell defines an
et of imercoune wheee the man ssed force s rape, whother or i the
woman concerned is prepared w0 use the emotive woed rape.

A burcher lwwse s whether the oue of male violence is increasing,
According to the pabos records of rape, it has tncreased by 143 per cost
during the een years from 1977 40 1987 | Criming Statisticn, England and
Waales, 1987). ks this 2 real increase, 07 s & dae 1o More women repocting

this crimc?
There are two subsmantive focsses 1 the of malke violence;
ld[ why sed how men we violesce; ', why ssd how theee is so
linthe state acnon to dwcourage the viokenor.
PERMRCTIVES
Iz = possibde so identify theee main o an smalysis

frustracions of men who are disadvastaged in 4 dass society; the third In
teems of male power i a patriarchal sociery,

Laberaliom
mmn—dudynolmbvhlwm-un-hmdnh
wayward, g men, The laoer are consls
mmmmmmunuinm_ The

P focuses om psych racher chan sochl cone
oy,




130 Theorizing Patrisrchy

A typieal sccount within this approach is that of West, Roy sed
Nuﬁol- {1978), who argue that rape is an act of indrvidual men who
have not developed noemally. m.mm-uu.muu
childhood and &

d famiy b
hMM'ﬂ.dewpm&huhmdu
these thar

the normal foem of i 4 lef: oo wnpwe-
pared 1o deal with the stresses of Idfe, overssnmnive and diffident. Their
spch rpetrydy h

women in the USA, 44 per comt of wamen had boen the subject of rape e
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aature of the offences in brisging viclest men w0 wurt. Thee wee
entacieed dor instance, by Piezey, who foend faoh with the resirictions om
the ability of police and cowre bails to aret men solesting cheir wives.

Implcit i this persepodve & the assumpeion that wiolence againsc
women is rather rare, Hencs the Bsues refating so the itate are conidened
o ke pelacively minor ones. This i problemaric, sinor dhe majozicy of men
who arg winlent b womes cicape ciming] sanction. The extent of the

is, racher, sufficient w warrant dee vag of sorocnrald bias.

Clais anabpais

Male wiolence sgairar women does not form & large par of class analysk.
Howaver, there are a conple of rxamples which draw mome upon dass
ansdyst chan on any other framework. The basks of this approach & dhar
-mnﬂmhbmmdﬁ:dmhmnhy:nnolmrmﬁ-ommul
sresuly of ehe fr d by thiedr cire The
then airibuied 5o Hn-m:h‘luidlumr Thnmmmm
wariams; firsly, o gemeral model; secondly, & suboulnrsl sodel.

mmwmtmwmhﬁwwm.m&nm*
winlence ggassr women is most ic SlEess.
Iwmnlnhmﬂdhlhmhmwtlfhmn"hvmn.m
it the boniom of the dass order undespo doine Siess. AS 4 coNGojuence
ﬂm-lnlmnmhmn:wmrdmnmﬂwhhrmm
wlimare cause of this vinkenoe is then a capinaliv socery.

This wirw i supporied by Gelles (1572) and by Scraus, Gelles and
Spsinmrerz (1980, who sace dhar the rae of viclence bepween husbands
and wives is fwice ax bigh in blue-callar Families Ban it is = white-coliar
Farnalies. In ks peinfoeved further by evidence on the social dass of women
‘whiz wene subjecied 0 extra-marital mps acconding bo the (L5 Mabonal
Comméssion on Causes and Prevescion of Wiclence, which found thas
wimen with a fimily incose under $6,000 in 1967 reparted beng raped
three 10 five times more frequentdy than those where the family income
was creer this ameunt (Eisenbermer, 1965,

The sub-calural version, as articulated by Amir (1971), follows the
leatures ol the geseral model in locating male vialenss among men in the:
lower social srrara, However, he adds vo thus by g thar theste men
develop a different ser of values from the main culluee wa
of alienation from &, When it is impossible to achieve the values of the
mains culvsee, peoph seject them and develop aliemanive values which are

inablr. In three & men a1 the bormm of the social onder
ammach viloe 5o machismo and physical superiority. & deviant subeculmee
nf winknor them direrlops at the hoattom of the mcial onder e 2 means of

Vicdence (A}

M pe at least once in theie lives. Many more women are raped
than ix ea-imn with a theory thar the crime's perpetrmson se

xﬂly has been applied 1o wife (1974)
Tuudm muu-man-m:‘.’ disturbing
childhood experiences in which they saw their fachers beat their mochen.
Boy children who see this become spset and vialent, Agam we bave the
theme of peychological abaocmality as o reselt of probless during
childhood In this instance the mant of tac prodlem n quite specific, md
the result it coneiderad 20 be 2 repenition by the male when a6 adult. This
s wederrod 5o by Mazey i the cycle of viclemce. Ax evidence for her thess
Piesey cites exampies from among the women who weee resident w the
refuge chat she helped 10 461 up in Charwick. She provides case hisoin @
which dhe man who bavored 3 woman bad indeed bece reaed i 0
vwodent bousthold Farther sepport Sor Pirary's thewn cam be found i the
wock of Gaylord (1975), who &id 2 sarvey of the rovidon
of the Oharwnch sefuge and came 1o Emalar comclomens.
Theve srv prodiems wwch s arpument it ace iemdar 1o thamr sbout
-#.m“kqd*-ml-
haky. Pasey simply coed e msunces which Sned her cluimn
Gaylosd's own evidence shows that coly mime of the hundeed women
nmrviewed had violest fahers (Wiliom, £, 19400 33). Secundly, b
study by Gelles [1572) shows that nor all mes who had
—: bl come from 3 viokne bome, and that sce ol sen who came
fromm & violost home west on 0 buser Shoir wivn. Gelller's work was
baaed wpon » comparaon of 40 famidees wid domesn vasience aad 40
withoot. The sdduon of this contred ooy we 2 vical medodolopeal
impeovenmnt spon previows stodies. Thirty per cese of hin viokene
o Maed arver wamessed violence berwern thew pareocs, whae $0 per
uhl“;lmlmmh_zdﬁuﬂn:'-
women (n their hooves i higher thas is comsistent with sach » theory.
Bevwern one quarrer and one-third of marned womes experience srom
v-hwuu—p‘nhhual-ﬁ—n.l!ﬂm
ltmdh-uhn&hiqi—:
uhuhmh-dﬂ.w&--eﬁa
progostion of the cases. The

Thl(b«ulawmmn&mmdmwdmnnv&n
the stwte s o lide inefhcient and faces techaical difficulties dué 15 the
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coming o serms with that hisrarchy. It W thin sub-culiure which
pmerales rape merely i ane more form of wiolence. Amir seppors bis
aegumen with evidencr on the socio ic and racial composition of
rapists as repocted 1 the pokee. He finds dar they are dspeopomionarehy
woeking cdass and black, that is, drawn fom the social groops a the
bottem of the US social endes,

The work of these writers is imp in drawing ion oo social
comditions whach shipe men's violeace igamt women. However, thee
afe a momtser of problems wich sheir acoounts,

The wark af both Wil dnd Ao & predicired upon & notion tat
m-hnvﬂmrMDtMlummmduwnfm-
*Iwmﬁm‘s Immi..,It chose reported oo the
his i wer upom rapists o
palice, But the majoriy of rape ane sot repocied b the police, snd dhee
wikich are reportsd sre more Biely 1o be the ones a whise police force im s
cwciet sacicty i miat kel b2 beligve. n Resell's siudy, 24 per e of
blwck {Afro-Amevican] rapiss were reporied o the polics as compared o
§ por cont af the white sapies (Rusiell, 1584: 530 Pizeey {1974 srgues,
on e basis of her experience at dee Chiswick cefuge, thar men who
hfwlqi-imﬁd-;wn‘r—l:dnnﬁliqﬂ.#-ndrﬂ-fm.
Rumsell, i largest mecst rigorous sareey of women
-ﬁ,ﬁqﬂ:ﬂtdmﬂrﬂﬁ&ldﬂﬂ-‘uﬂ mare fully belowl,
forared dar, in the case of marital rape, husbands were drawn evenly from
all pocial classes: 32 per cent were: bower class, 32 per cent middle class
md!ﬁpumq-pﬂ'md.d.lulﬂqﬂimd. 1982 12%), She also found
thas the racs disribution of wan very similar g that of
the proportion of ethnic m:lxmdupnrulmut?!ptmﬂtm
white, slightly higher than the 68 per cent al the ismple wamen who
were white; 10 per cema of hushand-rapises were Laring, & compared m
7 per cemt of the sample; 10 per cent were black, the cme a0 theie
presence in the sample; while 4 par cent were Asian, significemly lower
e T

3 in marriage is dhar

Mﬁdﬂ:ﬂ&rﬁt laemlti;-.m.:ml
experience thar the crimes of the lower classes and races: are mare closshy
pobiced tan these of the higher gromps. 1 think the evidence am the
sock-gcnnomic compositicn of rapists and bamerers is then imcomchosve,

A lurther probles is tha rﬂﬁﬂwﬂhﬁp‘.ﬂuﬁrm-ﬁpﬂ

tumr more obvious dass or race enemies inmead. b is not even dar chey
mnmack women of the saperoedinare cliss oo race, since the data suggest



State m

pabhic debate about the nsve. The government has cedered more money
20 be spent on training social workers to deal with it. Yer the doctoes at
the centre of the crisis have been scapegoated.

Thus we see increasing challenges 10 the low level of state intervention
wmhmhhmmhham&
shift cowards greater state intervention against male violence,

CONCLUSION

As the accounts above have indicated, there have been many importane
changes in state policy towards gender relations over the last 150 years,
but these also include some very significant limitations, The state is still
pacriarchal as well as capitabiss and racist. Some areas have seen greater
changes than others. State policies dirocted towards confining women to
the private spbere of the marital home been very significantly
reduced, ensbling women's movement towards the public sphere. Here

arcomstances; and mnor changes in the law making it marginally casier
for 2 woman to leave 2 violent man.

However, while there are many changes which facilitare women's
estry w0 the public sphere there are not 10 many which improve the
pﬁadmhi“hcﬂww*
have been thoaght 1o Improve women's position in this respecy, it i
widely considered to have had only & marginal impact. Further, women’
pﬁﬁnuudmb*hmmwﬂ

transformations, what
occurred s as much a change in the kind of patriarchal control as of
to

degree.

Has the Thatcher ern changed the state significantly in relation
women? [ do not think that there is a cloar break in thse gender policies of
the state in the way that there has been In the handling of class relations.
While some aspects of women's position have become worse, especially
those which involve welfare seevices and payments, in others there have
beenwumallm-udnumdulhmmiulheqml
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opportunity legisiation, sumbers of women i public offics, and case of
divorce, while in many other areat, sach as aborticn and contraception,
Mmhbum%unhhdhm of the stace in
keeping with 2 neo-liberal strategy. In practice this applies oaly to certain
sectors of the state, since others, especially those 10 do with its milicary
and policing functions, are being strengthened. The question here is
which strategy i being applied 10 gender relations, Interestingly, right-
wing morality has not been given the backing of the state — for instance,
access to abortion and contraception has not been reduced; they have
been considered arenas for the neo-libera! strategy. However, women
have suffered dispropartionately from the rolling back of welfase provi-
sion.

NOTES
1 The legislation in Bertain took a different focm from that in the USA, whese

women were more actively ivolved in the campaigns and the focus was on
the worst, not best, forms of employment for woenes.
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Thworizing Patraarchy
PRIVATE AND FURLIC PATRIARGHY
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been changes not only in the degree of patriarchy but also in its form,
Britain has seen a movement from a private to a public form of
patriarchy over the last century.

I am distinguishing two main forms of patriarchy, private and public.
hh:mpcm:d)yhbmdnponh«mhddpmdnamudnmnud
women's oppression, Public patriarchy is based principally in public sites
such as employment and the state. The household does not cease to be a
patriarchal structure in the public form, but it is no longer the chief site,
In private patriarchy the expropriation of women’s labour takes place
primarily by individual patriarchs within the houschold, while in the
public form it is 2 more collective appropriation. In private patriarchy the
principle patriarchal strategy is exclusionary; in the public it is segrega-
tionist and subordinating.

The change from private to public patriarchy involves a change both in
the relations between the structures and within the structures. In the
private form household production is the dominant structure; in the
public form it is replaced by employment and the state. In cach form all
the remaining patriarchal structures are present — there is simply a
change in which are dominant. There is also a change in the institutional
forms of patriarchy, with the replacement of a primarily individual form
of appropriation of women by a collective one. This takes place within
each of the six patriarchal structures. (See Table 1.1.)

Table 1.1 Private and public patriarchy

Form of patriarchy Private Public
Dominant structure Household production  Employment/State
Wider patriarchal Employment Household production

structures State Sexuality
Sexuality Violence
Violence Culture
Culrure
Perod C19th C20th
Mode of expropriation  Individual Collective

Patriarchal strategy Exclusionary Segregationist
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B Fiasminist crisicism

derives from the Greek word for womb (hustera) and refers 1o psychological disos-
ders deemed peculiar 1o women and characrerized by overemotional, extremmely
ireanional behavios. Feminisrs don't deny the biclogical differences berween men
and woren; in facr, many feminists celebrate these differences. Bur they don
agree thar such differences as physical size, shape, and body chemistey make men
naturally superior o women: for example, mose inrellipent, more logical, mose
cousageos, of berter leaders. Feminism therefore distinguishes berween the
word sex, which refers o our Bological constitution as female or male, and the
word gendey, which refers to our culural programming as feminine or masculine.
I orther words, women are not born feminine, and men are not born masculine.
Rarher, these gender categories are constructed by sociery, which is why this view
of gender s an example of whar has come 1o be called social consrractionizsm.

The belief thar men are superior o women has been used, feminists have
abserved, 1o justfy and matnrain che male monopoly of positions of economic,
political, and social power, in other words, o keep women powerless by denying
them the educarional and occupanional means of acquiring economic, polic-
cal, and soctal power. Thar is, the inferior posivion long accupied by women in
parriarchal sociery has been culrusally, not biologically, produsced. For example,
it & a parriarchal assumprion, rather than a fact, thar more women than men
suffier feom hysreria, Bur because it has been defined as a female problem, hyster-
cal behavior im men won't be diagnosed as such. Instead, it will be ignosed or
given another, less damaging name, for example, shomness of remper. OF course,
not all men accept parnarchal ideclogy, and these who dont—thase who don'
believe, for example, thar because men generally have been endowed by nature
with stromper muscles, they have been endowed with any other narural supe-
thariry—are often derided, by both parriarchal men and women, as weak and
unmeanly, as if the only way o be a man were o be a parriaschal man

[ call myself a parelarchal woman because | was soclally programmed, as are
mosr women and men, not o see the ways in which women are oppressed by
readicional pender roles. | say thar I'm recovering because | learned o recog-
nize and resist thar programming. For me, such recognition and resistance will
always require effori—I'm recovering rather than recovered—nor just because |
internalized parriarchal programming vears ago but because thar program con-
tirwies ro assert itself in my world: in movies, relevision shows, books, magasines,
amnd advertisernents as well as in the artitudes of salespeople who think | can'
learn to operate a simple machine, repair techniclans who assume [ won't know
if they've dome a shoddy job, and male drivers who believe I'm flarresed by sexual
offers shoured from passing cars (or, worse, who dont give a moment’s thought o
how [ mdgh feel o, worse ver, who hope | feel inrimidared so thar they can feel



Sylvia Walby




Copyright © Sylvia Walby 2011

The right of Svlvia Walby to be identified as Awthor of this Work has been asserted in accordance
with the UK Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988

First published in 2011 by Pality Press

Polity Press
65 Bridge Street
Cambridge CB2 LR, UK

Polity Press
130 Main Street
Malden, MA 02148, 1I5A

All rights reserved. Except for the quotation of short passages for the purpose of crticism and review,
nio parnt of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any
form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the
prior permission of the publisher.

ISBN-13: 978-0-Td56-3742-6

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

Typeset in 10.5 on 12 pt Plantin
by Servis Filmsetting Lid, Stockpoet, Cheshire
Printed and bound in Gireat Britain by MPG Books Group Limited, Bodmin, Comwall

The publisher has used its best endeavours to ensure that the URLs for external websites referred o
in this book are correct and active at the time of going to press. However, the publisher has no
responsibility for the websites and can make no guarantee that a site will remain live or that the
content is of will remain appropriate.

Every effort has been made to trace all copyright holders, but if any have been inadvenently
overlooked the publisher will be pleased to include any necessary credits in any subsequent reprint or
edition.

For further information on Polity, visit our website: waw politybooks com



treating ‘reducing gender inequality’ as equivalent to feminist; and treating
‘promoting the interests of women™ as equivalent to feminist,

Self-definition is perhaps the most common approach. A person or
project is feminist if they say they are feminist. This approach is consistent
with the traditions of the early second wave women’s movement in that if is
based on a person’s own experience. However, there are some difficulties
here. The term “feminist’ is contentious — indeed even stigmatised.
‘Femimsm’ is a signifier of something very particular and comes with
additional meanings attached, which many seek to avoid. It has acquired
connotations of separatism, extremism, men-avoiding leshianism. This
narrowing of the term is partly a product of a hostile opposition, i which
feminism is caricatured and ridiculed in segments of the media. The
phenomenon is hardly new (‘bra-buming” has long been wsed as an
adjective linked to feminism in this way).

This stigmatising of the term “feminism’ had its effects. It has led o the
development of the phenomenon of the person who states “I'm not a
feminist but . . °, where the “but’ is followed by an endorsement of goals
that are wsually thought of as feminist, such as egual pay for equal work and
the elimination of male violence against women. As a consequence, other
terminology has developed that can be used to signify “feminist” without
resorting to the °f word” (Redfern and Aune 2000), such as “pender
equality”, “equality’, “equal opportunities” and “diversity”. There is a further
issue concerning the positioning of anti-sexist men in relation to feminism.
Even if such men support, and contribute to, feminist goals and projects,
there is a question as 0 whether or not they can be described as “feminist”
on the conventional approach, since men do not usually experience
inequality as a result of their gender.

An altermative approach to the definition of feminism 15 to consider
people and projects that pursue the goal of reducing gender inequality to be
femninist. This does away with the need for self-definition and for direct
experience of gender inequality. There are many people and projects which
declare that they seek to reduce gender ineguality but do not normally use
the label *feminist’. There are feminists who do not like the connotations
that have been attached to the term, but actively support the goals. For
example, women who state *T am not a feminist but . . " do support feminist
goals that would be included by using this alternative approach to
definition. Then there are men who actively support the goal of reducing
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Trerroductran 3

Disagreeing with radical-liberrarian feminists thar a rurn o androgyny is a
liberation straregy for women, radical-culmural feminists argue against this
move in one of three ways. Some anri-androgynists mainrain the problem is
not femininity in and of iself, bur rather the low value thar parriarchy assigns
to feminine gualities such as “gendeness, modesry, humility, supportiveness,
empathy, compassionareness, renderness, nurmurance, iNLIGIVENess, sensitiv-
iry, unselfishness,” and the high value it assigns 1o masculine qualities such as
“assertivencss, aggressiveness, hardiness, rarionality or the ability 1o think log-
ically, abstractly and analyrically, ability to conrol emorion.™ They dlaim thar
if sociery can learn ro value *feminine” rraits as much as “masculine” rrairs,
womens oppression will be a bad memory. Odher anri-androgynists object,
insisring femininiry & the problem because ir has been constructed by men for
parriarchal purposes. In order o be liberared, women must reject femininiry
as it has been consrrucred for them and give it an entirely new meaning. Fem-
ininiry should no longer be understood as those rraits thar deviare from mas-
culiniry. On the contrary, femininity should be understood as a way of being
thar needs no reference point exrernal o ir. Soll other ann-androgynists,
reverring to a “narure theory,” argue thar despite parriarchy’s impositon of a
false, or inauthenric, feminine namure upon women, many women have
nonetheless rebelled againse ir, unearthing their true, or aurthenric, female
marure instead. Full personal freedom for a woman consises, then, in her abil-
iy 1o renounce her false feminine self in favor of her rrue female self.

As difficulr as it is o fully reflece the range of radical feminist thoughr on
gender. it is even more difficult to do so with respecr 1o sexualiny. Radical-
liberrarian feminists argue thar no specific kind of sexual experience should
be prescribed as she best kind for women & Every woman should be encour-
aped ro experiment sexually with herself, wich other women, and with men.
Although hererosexuality can be dangerous for women within a parriarchal
sociery, women must nonetheless feel free o follow the lead of their own
desires, embracing men if thar is cheir choice.

Radical-culural ferninists disagree. They stress thar through pornography,
prostimrion, sexual harasment, rape, and woman bartering,.” through foor
binding, surree, purdah, clitoridecrormy, witch burning, and gynecology.® men
have conrrolled women's sexuality for male pleasure. Thus, in order 1o be liber-
ated, women must escape the confines of heterosexuality and creare an exclu-
sively female sexuality through celibacy, auroeroricism, or leshianism ® Only
alone, or with other women, can women discover the rue pleasure of sex.

Radical feminist thoughr is as diverse on issues related 1o reproducrion as
it is on marters relared 1o sexualiny. Radical-liberrarian feminists claim bio-
logical motherhood drains women physically and psychologically. ' Women



Liberal Feminism

Liberalism, the school of political thought from which liberal feminism has
evolved, is in the process of reconceprualizing, reconsidering, and restruc-
ruring irself.! Because this rransformarion is well under way. it is difficulr 1o
determine the precise srarus of liberal feminist choughr. Therefore, if we
wish ro gauge the accuracy of Susan Wendell's provocarive daim thar liberal
feminism has largely ourgrown irs original base,* we must first undersrand
the assumprions of both classical and welfare liberalism. It may urn our
thar liberal feminisrs are “liberal” only in some ways.

Conceptual Roots of Liberal Feminist Thought and Action

In Feminia Polivics and Human Natare® Alison Jaggar observed thar liberal po-
lirical thoughr generally locares our uniqueness as human persons in our capac-
ity for rarionality. The belief thar reason distinguishes us from other animals is,
however, rdatively uninformarive, so liberals have arrempred o define reason
in various ways, soressing either irs sonal aspects or its pracearial sspecrs. When
reason is defined as the ability to comprehend the rational principles of moral-
iry, then the value of individual suronomy is stressed. [n conreast, when reason
is defined as the ability to derermine rhe best means o achieve some desired
end, then the value of self~fulfillment is soressed *

Whether liberals define reason largely in moral or prudencial rerms, they
nevertheless concur thar a jusr sociery allows individuals o exercise their
autonomy and to fulfill themselves. Liberals claim thar the “right” must be
given priority over the “good.™ In other words, our enrire system of individ-
wal rights is justified because these rights constirure a framework within which
we can all choose our own separate goods, provided we do not deprive others

¥
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aof theirs. Such a priority defends religious freedom, for example, neither on
the grounds char it will increase the general welfare nor on the grounds thar a
godly life is inherendy worthier than a godless one, bur simply on the grounds
thar people have a right to pracrice their own brand of spiriruality. The same
holds for all those rights we generally idenrify as fundamenral.

The proviso thar the righr rakes priority over the good complicares the con-
srrucrion of a just sociery. For ifir is rrue, ag mosr liberals claim, thar resources
are limired and each individual, even when resrrained by aloruism,® has an
inrerest in securing as many available resources as possible. then ic will be a
challenge 1o creare political, economic, and social instirutions thar maximize
the individual’s freedom withour jeopardizing the communicy’s welfare.

When it comes 1o stare interventions in the privare sphere (family or
domestic sociery),” liberals agree thar the less we see of Big Brother in our
bedrooms, barhrooms, kicchens, recreation rooms, and nurseries, the berrer.
W all need places where we can, among family and friends, shed our public
personae and be our “real” selves. When it comes to stare intervention in the
public sphere (civil or political sociery) * however, a difference of opinion
emerges berween so-called classical, or libertarian, liberals on the one hand,
and so-called welfare, or egalitarian, liberals on the orher®

Classical liberals chink the stare should confine iwsef 1w protecring civil
liberries (e.g.. property rights, voring rights, freedom of speech, freedom of
religion, freedom of association). They also think thar, instead of interfering
with the free marker, the stare should simply provide everyone with an equal
apportunity to determine his or her own acoumularions within thar marker.
In conrrast, welfare liberals believe the state should focus on economic dis-
parities as well as civil liberries. As they see ir, individuals enrer the market
with differences based on inidal advanrage, inherent talent, and sheer luck.
Ar times, these differences are so grear thar some individuals cannor take
their fair share of whar the marker has o offer unless some adjustments are
made ro offser their libilivies. Because of this perceived srare of affairs, wel-
fare liberals call for government interventions in the economy such as legal
services, school loans, food stamps, low-cost housing, Medicaid, Medicare,
Social Securiry, and Aid w Families with Dependent Children so thar che
marker does not perperuate or otherwise solidify huge inequalinies.

Alrhough barh dassical-liberal and welfare-liberal streams of thoughe appear
in liberal feminist choughe, most contemporary liberal feminiss seem w fvor
welfare liberalism. In facr, when Susan Wendell {nor herself a liberal feminist)
described contemporary liberal feminist thoughr, she soressed i i “commirted oo
major coonomic re-organizaion and considerable redisuribution of wealth, since
ane of the modem paolivical geals mosr closely associared with liberal feminism is

Eighteensti-Century Thought: Equal Education 13

equality of oppormunity, which would undoubredly require and lead 1o
bath. ™10 Very few, if any, contemporary liberal feminiss favor the diminarion
of government-funded safery ners for sociery’s most vulnerable members,

Since it is neady impossible ro discuss all liberal feminise chinkers, move-
ments, and organizations in a single book, 1 have decided o focus only on
Mary Wollsronecraft, John Stuarr Mill, Harrier Tavlor (Mill), the woman’s
suffrage movement in the Unived Stares, Berry Friedan, and the Narional
Organization for Women.
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equality of opportunity, which would undoubredly require and lead o
borh."10 Very few, if any, contemporary liberal feminiss favor the diminarion
aof government-funded safery nets for sociery’s most vulnerable members.
Since ir is nearly impassible ro disouss all liberal feminist thinkers, move-
ments, and organizations in a single book, I have decided o focus only on
Mary Wollsronecraft, John Souarr Mill, Harrier Tavlor (Mill), the woman’s
suffrage movement in the Unired Stares, Berry Friedan, and the Marional
Organization for Women. My 3iim s 1o consrnicr 3 convinging argument
thar, for all irs shorrcomings, the overall goal of liberal feminism is the wor-
thy one of crearing “a just and compassionare seciery in which freedom
Aourishes "1 Oinly in such a society can women and men rthrive equally.
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order to understand how the aspect of liberal feminism were found in the novel, the theory of liberal feminism
proposed by (Tong, 2008) were utilized in this study. This study used observation method to collect the data and
qualitative method to analyze data. The result of this study indicates the aspect of liberal feminism in Mulan
character were equal education and equal liberty.

Keywords — Liberal feminism; Novel Mulan’s Secret Plan; Equal Liberty; Equal Education.



3. Materials and Method
3.1 Materials

Liberal Feminism

According to Rosemarie Tong’s in her book Feminist Thought (Tong, 2008), there are some aspects
that become the focus for the women struggle such as equal education, equal liberty, equal right as explained
further below.

Equal Education

Women as well as men have this capacity. Thus, society owes girls the same education that it owes o
boys, simply because all human beings deserve an equal chance to develop their rational and moral capacities
50 that they can achieve full personhood. For example, woman do not only help their parents at home to take
care of the farm or to handle their household works. They should be educated so they are able to have a good
rational and moral abilities such as patience, obedience and flexibility by which then they are able to develop
their confidence and take care and educate their children better. Because of that women should have
opportunities in education in the same way as men written by (Tong, 2008).

Equal Liberty

The ordinary way to maximize happiness is to permit individuals to pursue their desires, provided the
individuals do not hinder or obstruct each other in the process. If sexual equality, or gender justice wani o be
achieved, then the political right and economic opportunity of the women must be provided by the society
through the same education that men enjoy. For example, women are liberty to determine what careers they
want to do, they are free o choose whether to handle households or go outside to work. They can lead a
company of do another job in the same way as man do without care about the gender (Tong, 2008).

Equal Right
As human beings, woman is the same as men. Therefore, women have a right to equal treatment.
Women need economic opportunities and sexual freedom as well as civil liberties to be fully liberated. All
citizens have the same right to take part in the government of his or her country. One of them is the right for
suffrage in order to become men’s equals. They claim that the vote gives people the power not only to
express their own political views but also to change those systems, structures, and attitudes that contribute 1o
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energy on idle enterrainments, she will manage her household—especially
her children—"properly."20 Bur it would be a mistake 1o think thar most of
Wollsronecraft's arguments for educarional pariry were urilitarian. On the
contrary, her overall line of reasoning in A Vindicarion of the Righes of Wosmnan
was remarkably similar ro Immanuel Kanr's overall line of reasoning in the
Crrounework of the Mesaplysic of Morali—namely, thar unless a person acts au-
tonomously, he or she acrs as less than a fully human person.?! Wallstonecrafi
insisted if rarionality is the capacity distinguishing human beings from ani-
mals, then unless females are mere animals (2 descriprion most men refuse o
apply o their own morthers, wives, and daughrers), women as well as men
have this capaciry. Thus, sociery owes girls the same educarion rhar it owes
boys, simply because all human beings deserve an equal chance o develop
their rarional and moral capaciries so they can achieve full personhood.
Repearedly, Wollstonecraft celebrared reason, usually ar the expense of
emotion. As Jane Roland Marrin said, “In making her case for the righrs
of women . . . [Wallsronecraft] presents us with an ideal of female educa-
tion thar gives pride of place o rrairs rraditionally associared with males ar
the expense of others rradivionally associated with females. ™ It did nor
occur o Wollstonecraft 1o question the value of these rradirional male
traits. Mor did it occur 1o her o blame children’s lack of virmse on their
absenree fathers, who should be summoned, in her view, only when “chas-
tisement” is necessary.** On the conrrary, she simply assumed rradirional
male rraits were “good.” and women—nor men—were the ones who were

rationally and morally deficient.
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Cherall, Mill went further than Wellstonecraft did in challenging men's
alleged intellectual superority. Seressing that men’s and women's intelbectual
abilitves are of the same .H.lmr, Wﬂmﬂﬁ: .-;ru:ii:lr.n Hﬂ:ﬂw.rlﬂ:ﬂ 'ﬂ:
thought that women might not be able to attain the ame degree of knowl-
edge that men could attain. % Mill expressed no such reservation. He inststed
intellectual achievement gaps berween men and women were simply the
result of men's more thorough education and privileged postion. In fact,
Mill was so eager to establish that men are not intellectually superior w
women that he tended to err in the opposte direction, by valorizing women’s
attention to details, use of concrete examples, and intuitiveness as a superior
form of knowledge not often found in men.+”

Unlike T:}"I.I:I, and du]:lire hi=x high rqp.n:l for women's intellectual abilimes,
Mill assumed maost women would continue to choose Bmily over career even
under ideal circumsrances—with m:lrri;:!;:' a free contract berareen real ul:r.l.:l:
]-ep.l Epnn.rin-rl and dneorce ﬂ.'lﬂ:,r available to waves, and pbs OpEn b Widnen
living ourade the lsband-wife relationship. He alse asumed that women’s
choice of family over career was entirely voluntary and thar such a choice
involved women consenting o put their other interests in life on the back
bumer untl their children were adules: “Like 2 man when he chooses a profes-
=ion, =, when a woman marrie, it may n FEIEI'.I] e understond that she
makes choice of the managemen: of a housshold, and the bringing up of a
family, as the Arst @l upon her exertions, during as many years of her life as
may be required for the purpose; and thar she renounces not all other objects
and n-:.:up:l.rinm, bur all which are not consseent wach the requi.r:m:rlu of
this.™8 Mill's words amested o his apparent belief that ulimarely, women,
more than men, are rﬁpuruib]-e for m.:.inr.:i.ning f:.mi]:.r lafe. Hivorever ﬂ'll.ighl‘-
ened his general views about women were, Mill could not overcome the belsef
that she who bears the children is the peson best suited to rear them.

A maovred, T::.rlu-r d.i:l.gn!ed wich Mill that tml_'g.r]i.'b-enl:ed women would be
willi.n.g' to stay at home o rear their children o adulthond. Yer, like ball,
Taylor was fundamentally a reformass, not a revelutionary. To be sure, by
inviting married women with children as well as single women to work out-
side the home, Taylor did challenge the tradifional drasson of laber within
the family, where the man earns the money and the woeman manages its wse.
But Tavlor’s challenge to this aspect of the status quo did not go far enough.
For example, it did not occur to her chat if hushands were g0 parent along-
side their wives and if domestic duties were equally divided, then bosh haes-
bands and wives could work oumside the home on a full-ttme bass, and
wacking wives with children would not have to work a “double day” or hire a
“panoply” of female servants to do ther housework and childare,
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Nineteenth-Century Action:

The Suffrage

Bosh John Stware Mill and Harmet Taylor Mill believed women needed suf-
frage in order m become men’s equals. They claimed the vote grves people the
power not only o express their own polincal views but alse to change thoss
systems, structures, and asticudes thar conenbure o thear owmn andfor others’
u-]:lprmmn Thus, it is not surprising that the nineteenth-century 1S,
womens rights movement, incheding the woman :rl.d:ﬁ'.lgl: movement, was bed
to the abolitenist movement, though nos always in ways thar successfully
married gender and race concerns 4%

When white men and women began to work in earness for the abolition
of shavery, it soon became clear o femnale abolitoniss that male abolitionses
were reluctant to link the womens rights movement with the slaves’ nghes
movement. MNoting it was diffculs for whites {or was it amply white sea?) 1o
view womsen {or was 1t !iI.'I'IEll.}' wirte women?®) as an nppr-zul:d Eroup, male
abolitionists perousded female abolitionises to dimssociate women's Liberey
l'tl.'I.I.EEIH from blacks ]Eb:rq.' :l:rugg]-u. Indeed, male abolitionisis even con-
vinced famed feminist orator Lucy Stone to lecture on abolition instead of
womens rights whenever her audience swe was noticeably large. ™

Convineed thar male colleagues would reward them for being team play-
ers, the LS women who attended the 1840 Wadd A.rll:i.-ﬁll'l.':r}' Convention
in London thought that women would play a major role ar the meeting.
Mothing could have proved less true. Mot even Lucrena Mo and Elizabesh
l'._'_ll:l}r Seansom, two of the meost ]:lrnminm.r leaders of the 1S, womens ri.ghl::

mawement, were allowed to speak at the meeting. Angered by the way in
which the men at the convennion had silenced women, Mot and Stanton
vowed to hold a womens nghs convenoon wpen their recum toe the Unired
Seates. Eight years lxter, in 1848, three hundred women and men met in
Semeca Falls, Mew Yok, and |_:|m|:|.|.|.|:E|:|..I Dedamatuen of Sentiments and twelve
resolussons. Modeled on the Declaranon of Independence, the Dedaration of
Sentiments stressed the izsues Mill and T:.].']nr had emphasized in England,

particulardy the need for reforms in marnage, divorce, property, and chald cus-
tody laws. The twelve resolunons emphasized women's nghts to expres them-

selves i public—to speak out on the burning 1mues of the day, especally "in
I'EEFI.‘EI. o the great subjects of morals and rdl.pm" which women were sup-
posedly more qualified o address than men 3 The only one of these resolu-
tigns the Seneca Falls Convennon did net unamimously endorse was
Resolusion 9, Susan B. Amhm:.": Wisman's Stﬁ'.lg: Resolution: “Resobeed,
that it ix the duty of the women of this country o secure to themselves thar
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szcred right to the franchise.™* Many convennion delegates were reluctant o
press such an “extreme” demand for fear that all of their demands would be
rejected. Sall, with the |1.-='||_:| of aholitionist Fredenck Dnugl:.u, Resohstian 9
did manage to pass.

Assessing, the Seneca Falls Convention from the vantage point of the
twentieth cenmury, crncs ohserve that, with the exceprion of Lucrena Maotts
hastily added resolunon to sscure for women “an equal parocipation wich
men in the various rrades, ]:lrnl:-u:inn.:, and commerce,”™** the nineteenth-
century meeting fled to address class concerns such as those that roubled
1.|.r|d-erpmﬂ white fermale mill and ﬁctnr}' workers. Moreover, the comvention
rendered black women neary invisible. In the mame way that the abolitionis:
movement had foomed on the ri.gl:u:: of hlack mer, the ninmﬂ\-:znm.r:,r
vomen's rights movement focused on the nghes of mestdy privileged adbie
women. Meither white women nor whire men seemed to notice much abour
black women.

Yex, many working-class white women and black women did conmibute o
the nineteenth-cenmury women’s aghts movement. In Got, some black women
were exceptionally gifted feminist orators. For example, Sojpurner Truth

delivered her often quoted speech on behalf of women ac an 1851 women's
rights convention in Akron, Ohio. Responding to a group of male heckler,
whio taunted thar it was ludicrous for (white) women o deare the vore since
they could not even step over a puddle or get into a horse crnage withous
male assistance, Sojourner Trutch l:luinnn:l out that no man had ever extended
such kelp to her. Demanding the audsence look at ber bladk body, Sojourner
Trusth ]:ln:u'i:.imﬂl that her “womanhood,”™ her “fermale nature,” had never pre-
vented her from working, acting, and yes, speaking like a man: "I have
P]Duﬁllﬁ:l. and Fl:.nt-ud. and F.l'hemrl inta barms and mo man coukd head me!
And ain’t I a woman? | could work as mudh and ear as mudh as 2 man—when
[ could get it—and bear the lach 2 well! And aink | a woman? [ have bamne
thirteen children and seen them miose all sobd off e davery, and when [ cried
aut with my mother’s grief, none bat Jesus heard me! And ain’t [ 2 woman?™

Az the fates would have i the Cral War be!p.n just as the women's ri.gl:u::
movement was gaming momentum. Seeing in this tragic war their best
oppertumty o free the slaves, make aboliconists agaimn asked feminists o pus
women's causes an the back burner, which they reluctansdy did. But the end
aof the Civil War did noe hrin.g womens [1heration with 1t and feminists
increasingly found themselves at odds with recently emancpated Black men.
Concerned that women's Aghts woukd again be los in the struggle to secure
black (men’s) nghes, the male &5 well & female delegates to an 1866 national
women's nghts convention decided to establish an Equal Rights Assocanoen.
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Co-chaired by Frederick Douglass and Elizaberh Cady Stanton, the asocia-
tion had as itx announced purpose the unthcaton of the black (men’s) and
woman !I.LEH.E-E :rruss]::. There 15 considerable evidence, however, thar

Saanten and some of her co-workers actually “perceived the organizanon as a
means to ensure thar Black men would not receive the franchize wnless and
unitil white women were also 1ts recipients.™™ Unmoved by Dougliss’s and
Trurhi ob=ervanon that on account of thear extreme vulnerabalicy, black men
needed the vote even more than women did, .."‘-nthnn}" and Stanmon were
among those who successfully argued for the dissolution of the Equal Rights
Asocatan for fear thar the asocianon might indeed enderse the pasage of
the Fifteenth Amendment, which enfranchized black men but mot women.

Upon the disoheton of the Equal Righes Association, Anthony and Stanton
estzblished the Matonal Woman Suffrage Assocation. Ar approximarely the
sme ame, Luq,r Stone, who had some seriouws Fhil-mplﬁl:ﬂ -ﬂi.nsmu'nmn with
Stanton and epeaally Anthomy about the role of arganized relzgion in women's
oppressicn, founded the Amencan Woman Suffrage Asoostion. Hencefor-
ward, the 1.5 womens righu rnmnan:nrwnuld.'hcs]:!]i.r N e,

In the main, the Nanonal Woman Suffrage Asocation forwarded a reolu-
tiurl.l.r:,r fermimast :,Emd.:. for women, whereas the American Woman ﬁdn.l:ﬁzg Age
sociation pushed a reformist feminist agenda. Most Amerscan women gravitated
towward the mare moderate Amencan Woman Suffrage Asocanon. By the ame
theese twor anciations m:l.'!;n:l in 18 to form the Maoonz] American Woman
Suffrage Asociation, the wide-ranging, voaferous women's nghts movemnent of
the early mineteenth century had been trangdformed into the single-i=ue, rela-
tively mme womanis suffrage movement of the kite nineteenth century. From
1390 unal 19240, when the Nineteenth Amendment was passed., the MNational
American Woman Suffrage Associanion confined almost all of = actvities oo
gainang the vote for women. Victorious after Afty-two years of concerted strug-
gle. many of the exhaused suffragists chose w belseve that simply by gainang the
voe, women had indeed become men's aqull!.""
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in her 1975 article “The Conservatism of Ms.," which fauleed M magazine,
the most widely recognized publication of liberal feminism, for imposing a
peendofeminist “party line.” After describing this line ar length, Willis noted
its overall message was a denial of women’s pressing need to overthrow patri-
archy and capitalism and an affirmation of women's suppodsed ability 1o make
it in the “system_” Whatever M has o offer women, insisted Ellis, it is not
feminism:

Ax I:rut. Me's z]l:_-imprmwmt, mdividuzl-liberation Fhilmnph}' 15 rele-
vant only to an elite; bascally it 15 an updated womens magazine fanmsy
Instead of the sexy chick or the perfect homemaker, we now have a new
image to live up to: the lberated woman. This fantasy, misrepresented as
feminism, misleads some women, convinces others that “womens Ith™ has
nothing tov do with them, and plays into the hands of those who oppose

any real change in women's condition. 125

Willis’s eriticism may have been on rarger ar the time, bur Me has
changed since the mid-1970s. Iis editors have fearured articles thar show, for
example, how classism, racism, and heterosexism intersect with sexism,
thereby doubling, wripling, and even quadrupling the oppression of some
women. Moreover, liberal feminises have, with few exceptions,!7 moved
away from their traditional belief thar any woman who wants o can liberare
herself “individually” by “throwing off " her conditioning and “unilaterally™
rejecting “femininity. "1 They now believe thar achieving even a modest
goal such as “ereating equal employment opportunity for women” calls for
much more than the effort of individual women; it will require the effore of a
whaole sociery committed 1o “giving girls and boys the same early education
and ending sex prejudice, which in wum will require major rediseribution of
resources and vase changes in consciousness " 12 Sexual equality cannor be
achieved through individual women’s willpower alone. Also necessary are
major alterations in people’s deepest social and psychological seructures.

In a 2002 article entided “Essentialist Challenges to Liberal Feminism,”
Ruth E. Groenhout argued that feminists who are not liberal feminists
should reconsider their whalesale rejection of liberalism. Specifically, she sug-
gested that, properly interpreted, the liberal view of human nature is not
quite a5 bad as Jaggar and Elshtain porerayved it As Groenhout understands
it, the liberal picture of human narure contins “a crucial aspect of the femi-
nist analysis of the wrongness of sexist oppression. 130

Sexual oppression, and social systems thar perpenuare sexual oppression,
are morally evil because they limit or deny women'’s capacity to reflect on and
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for womens way of scing & roored deep in womens psyche, specifically, in
women’s way of thinking shour themselves as women. Relying on Freudian con-
mnscrs such as the pre-Cledipal szage and the Cledipal sage (explained below)
andlor on Lacanian construces such as the Symbaolic order (also explained
bekow}, chey claim char gender identiry and hence gender inequity i rooted ina
series of infanile and early childbood experiences. Thess experiences, mest of
which are nn::ﬂ:k ta us anly through psychoanaysc are, in the esimacion of

Fernimiszs, the cause of individuak” viewing themselves in masou-
hun:&ﬂmumnfdﬂnhngnflhﬂnﬂhﬁubﬂ}:n:gﬂkhhﬂmﬂ
these same experiences are the cause of sociery's privileging things “nusculine™
aver things “feminine.” Hypothesizing thar in a nonpasriarchal socery, mis-
culiniry and femininity would be boch differendy consneceed and walued, psy-
chaanalytic feminists recommend thar we wark coward such 2 sociery by altering
our esrly infanrile childhood experiences or, mare radically, cransforming dhe lin-
guiszic sracnares thar cawse uws w chink of owrseves as men or women.

Sigmund Freud

By no means was Sigmund Freud s feminist, yer psychoanalyric feminiss
have found in his writings clues abour bow 1o bener underszand the cwses
and consequences of women'’s oppresion. Freud's theoris abowr psychaosexual
development disnurbed his late-nineteenth-century Viennese contempararies
not s musch hecanse he addressed craditonally mboo topics {e.g., homoseou-
aliry, sadism, musochism, and oral and anal sex), bar because he thearized char
all sexual “aherraricons,” “variatons,” and “perversions” are simply stages in the
development of revmal human sexualing! According o Frewd, children go
through dissiner pevchosexual developmenal stages, and cheir gender idensiny
as sdules is the result of how well or badly they have weathered chis process.
Masculinity and femininiry are, in other words, the producr of sexusl manara-
on. I bovs develop “normally” (Le., typically). they will end up & men whi
display expecrad musculine rraics; f women develop “normally.” they will end
up as wamen wha display expected feminine crairs.

The theoresical hases for Fread’s views on the relsdonship berween sex and
gender are found in Three Coneriburions fo sl Theory of Seavality. In this wadk,
Frend lsid cur his cheory of psychosesual developmen in derail. Beoause aduls
in Frewds dme equated sexual acivity with reproducrive genital sscualivy (het-
erceeennal ineercowrss], adwles |:|1.-m.|;|'|1: children were sexless. Dismissing this
view af childrens seoaalities & naive, Freud srgued thar far from being withouwr
sexual inrereszs, children engage in all sons of sexnal bebavior He dainied dhar
children’s sexualiry is “pobymorphows pereerse”—char insofar s the infane is
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concemned. her ar his entire body, especially i arifices and appendages, i smol
rerrain. The infans moves fram chis type of “perverse” sexaality 1o “normal” her-
eroaexual genial sexualivy by passing through several smges. During the snrd
m@e.ﬂuhtfm:mcﬁvﬁplﬂ:mﬁumm:ﬂrghunrhhmdurkhrmnrhr
ar his own thumb. Duaring the awal sage, the two- or threeyvear-ald child en-
During che pltallic sage, the three- ar fowr-year-old child dicovers thar che gen-
itals ase 2 sowrce of pleasure, and eicher resobves or fls o reobve the soocalled
Dledipus complex. Arcund age six, che child ceases o display overr secalivy and
begins a period of latency thar ends amund puberty, when the young

enters the genizal stage chamcrermed by a sesurpence of sl impalses. [F all
goes memally during chis stage, dhe young persont libido (defined by Frewd as
unﬂhmﬁudﬂuﬂmpl}ﬂh:djmdmmﬂm;fﬁnmmumﬁ:
and homeeratic simudarion and woward 3 member of the oppasice sex.

Fremd seressed char the critical moment in the psychosexnal drama de-
scribed above occurs when the child ies to successfully resolve che Oedipus
comiplex. He claimied thar che fact thar only boys have penises fundamencally
affeces the way in which boys and girls undergo psychosexnal development.
The boy's Oedipus complex stems from his namonl srschmene o his
miother, for it & she who nurmares hini, Becawse of the boy's feelings woward
his micher, he wants to possess her—ro have sexual incercourse with her—
and e kill his Farther, che rival for his modhers arensions. Fresd sdded | how.
ever, thar the boy's harmed of his Father i modulaced by his coexisting love for
his fashier. Becanse the boy wans his farher to bove him, he comiperes with his
minther for his farthers sffscdons, experiencing, increasad antagonism ronward
her. Mevertheless, despice his incressed antsgonim wward his mother, the
boy sill wishes to passess ber and would scemps © ke her from his facher
were it not for his fear of being puniched by his facher. Supposedly, having
seen either his mather ar some other female naked. the hoy speculaves thar
these creamures withowr penises must have been castraced. by his faher, no
less. Shaken by chis ||1u-1.|.!;|1|. the hoy fears his facher will caszrace him, wa,
should he dare to acr on his desire for his mother. Theretore, the baoy dis-
tances himself from his maocher, & painful process char propels him ince 2
period of sexwal larency dhar will nor surface sgain wnil the dme of pubery.

Dusing the pericd of seal laency, the boy begins o develop whar Frewd
called 3 superega. To the degree the superego is the son’ imernalizaion of his &-
thert valeec ir & a 'pm:ri.n.n:hn]. sacial conscience. The boy whi successfully
respbves the Oedipus complex develops o pardoslary arang superege. In the
oourse of giving, up macher love (albein our of fear of cemmadon), be leams bow
1o defer o the authority of his Father. The boy wairs his rwrn for his own
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Ferninisc chowghe has increased in diversicy during rhe kst quarter cenoury:, It
is no longer in its adedescence; indeed in is adult in i incellecusl manricy:
Bur like Aesh-and-blood human adisles, feminise |:|'||m.|£|1|: is ini the chroes of 2
midlife crisis. Among the many idendcy challenges ic faces are the emergence
and growing popularity of postmodern feminism and chird-wave feminism.
Becanse the relatonship berween postmodernism and feminism & an un-
casy one, feminists who dasify themselves as postmodern feminiszs often
have difficulry explaining how they can be both postmodem n.nd femimisz.
Like all postmeodernists, postmodern feminises reject phalkogecentric
har i, Ldmmdued:mund:n:hmhuewnd[h!;u}lhtu “miale” 1|1.:|.'_|.':|-:
(herce the reference wo che phallus). In sddivion, pasrmiodern feminists reject
any mede of femings dhoughe chas aims o provide @ single explanarion for
why women are ssed or ohe ten or so steps alf women must ke o
achieve liberarion Indmd..mrru-puamud:m feminiszs are w0 miscrsdul of
rradirional feminisr :hu-u;h'l: thar chey eschew it .:Jm;-edur. Far e-:r.:.rnple.
Hélene Ciznus waneed moching ro do wich rermes sisch as femimin and lesbiar.
Shee claimed chese words are parasric an phallogocencric thoughs because chey
connote “deviation from a norm huuﬂnfn&e:ﬂua]npﬂunurrplunf
:nulid.n.ri.q.f\l'i'rhmum:n." It iz berrer, she szid, for women n::k.in:s |iheraton o
avoid such rernis, becawse they signal a uniry thar blocks differemce.
postmicdem feminises’ refusal o develop one overarching explanarion and
salution for womens appresion posss major problems for femingt theory,
this refusal aleo adds needed fuel ro the feminist fires of pluralicy, muldplicicy,
and difference. Postmiodern feminises invice sach woman who reflecs on their
writings o becnme the kind af feminisr she wanes o be. There iz, in their
estimarion, no single formuls for being & “good feminisz.”

27



Ecofeminism

Like miulticulmaral, pml:-nnl-uni.ﬂ. and ;|n|:u.| femiinizrs, scofeminises J1.i!;h-
Ji.;:h.'l: the mqui]:-J-: ways in which human bein;: oppress each orher, bur
these thearises also focus on human beings” dominarion of the nonhoman
warld, or narwre. Becawse women are culrerally tied to narre, ecofemi-
nists argue there are conceprual, symbolic, and linguistic conmections ke
rween feminist and ecnlnsiu] issues. ﬁm:n]i.rL; to Karen |. Warren, che
Western world's basic belieks, values, arrirudes, and asumprions abour iz-
self and irs inhabitants have been ﬂnpdi}' an appresive pa.'r.ri.nn:lml OO
II'])'I.'I.LII framework, the purposs of which iz o ::phin. ill.'ll:il:!.". anad
mizinmain relationships of domination and subordination in general and
mien’s deminatien of woemen in particular. The mass significan feanures of
this framework are:

1. walse-hierarchical chinking, namely, “up-down” thinking, which
Flﬂ.l:-H hi.;:h:rv:]l.le. STALLES, O pmrr.iﬁe o whar is "up" rather chan on
whar i “down”

2. walue dualisms, rthar is, disjuncrive pairs in which the disjusos ane seen
as oppositional {rather chan as complementary) and exclusive (racher
than as inclusive) and dhat Plﬂ'h.lﬁ"ﬂ'.l’ walue {stamus, prestige) on one
disjunce racher than the other (e.g., dualisms thar give higher valiee or
szanes vo thar which has hisarically been idenrified as “mind.® “rea-
mn,'nmi“m:h'llunmdtuwhi:hhuhimﬁuﬂylmanidmﬁﬁedu
“body,” “emomon,” and “female”)

3. lbogic of dominacion, thar is, a sorucore of asgumenarion thar keads o
a justification of suberdinasion.!

237
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believers in the “megamachine” myth. This myth espouses the view thar
human beings can use their minds and sools noc only o extend contrel over
narure and everything identified with navure—woman, the body, life, death,
and s0 on—bur also o make buge monetary profiss in doing so. According
o Dinmerseein, this myth will continue o rale our thoughts and acions
unless we end the present division of the world into male and female {culoure
and narure) and the assignments of women o narure (child-rearing as well as
d1i|u:||:|ﬂ|.'i|:|g] and men 1o culrure (waorld |:|uiJ|:|.i.n.;:|- Wamen musr hrjng
narnere ineo culore ﬂ:ytmerimg I:h.E-'PI.Il:Ili: world), and men missr b.r.ing culs
tare into narure {by entering the privare workd). Then and anly then will we
see thar men and women (oaliure and naoure) are sue and thar it is couneer-
producrive for half of realicy o oy 1o dominaze the other half. A reality,
divided and ar war with iself, cannmor and will nor swrvive. Thss, Dinner-
Lrein Fmd:.i.n:l-u:L “The core mﬂnjngufﬁrnini:m ... liex, = dhig point, in
its relarions o earchly life’s survival "% Unless men and women et their act
wgether and st behaving like adults instead of infants, the human species
can expect a rapid demise.

HKaren [. Wirren

Like Dinmerszein, Karen |. Warren emphasized thar the duslisms chreatening
1o deszroy us are social consrrecrions. In a EI.'FliI'.l]i:ll:, 'p.:.lrjn.rdul socheTy,
women and narure, men and culoure, have cemain meanings, bar these mean-
ings are far from necessary. They would be very diffesent in a socialist, monpa-
wriarchal sociery. For example, they would be very different in the kind of
society Marge Piercy posited in Woman o the Edee of Time, a work of fiction
in which people rejecred all duslisms, beginning with the male-female di-
chosomy (see Chaprer 2). In Marmapoisere, Piercy's uropia thar we described
earlier, habies are harn from brooders and raised by three co-mathers (of bath
zexex). Since both men and women mother—the men even lacrare and
nurse—hboch men and women also work. Peercy'’s sociery is also one in which
the line berween narure and caloare is largely nonexistent. Alchough Mar
tapoisert i agriculousally oriensed, it is also echnologically advanced. Almest
wrally mechanized facwries do the sociery’s drudge work and heavy bibor,
producing the wols and commediries mecessary to swsain a system of miliary
deferse (non offense), sgriculural producrion, a limised (monpolluring) trans
portation syseem, and a comforesble lifestyle for everyone. People's work is
both socially wseful and personally rewarding, and there is nothing char
resembles a sexual division of laboc. Work is based ensirely on people’s abilites
and proclivicies, with 3 modicum of unpleasant wark (e.g., wasze disposal)
equally distributed o all people. As the resule of serious efforts o contro the
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earth when you die, o become noarishment for the earch, &nd for the sis-
ver Howers, and for the brocher deer. It i approprise char you should of-
fer this blessing for the four-legged and, in due ime, sciprocate in rwrn
with your body in this way, as the four-legged gives life to you for your
wurviva | o

The lesson the Sioux grandfather moghe his grandson sbour buncing is
dearly far more ecofeminist (ansinarnsriss and anvisexist) than the lesson the
rypical “grest whice hunter” would teach his grandson abour hunting for che
fun or spart of it for the pleasure of the kill. The Sioux hunting kesson is one
thar informs us how people whose concepeusl schemes are not oppositional
wee chemaelves in n.fm:a-n.r.lfl.rp o nomhuman namere. Mevertheles, the Sioux
huul:irlglzm:m is nor fully ecofeminist, for ir does not |:-.r-|:|-|:.|::|:| froim a En:u-l:l:r
analysis. Moreover, it arcee in & culonere thar crears women s bess than men's
equ.:l::. This lat obeervarion SUFFESS, CONCRATY 0 whar Warren asseres, char
even in a calmare where women are no more idensified with narure than men
are, sexism maght still exise.

According to Warren, of the four major schools of waditonal feminist
1:|1-|:|-ug|'|1: (liberal, Marcise, radical, and socialist), the socialist comes dasest
prowviding che chenserical basis from which to launch mansformarive ecofeminist
practices.® Liberal feminism is defickent, in Warmren's estmarion, because it
muinezires doslisms such as culnare-namre, mind-body, and raeio mal-emogicnal.
Like Eberalizn, Fheral feminism :-ln'phm:nﬂ. thie value of individualienm amd
independence & opposed w the impomance of weblike relaonships and che
connectedress of @l forme of life and mansral resowrces ™ Thes, liberal feminizm
is not particularly comparible with ecology; indeed, irs theoretical basis seems o
be ax adds wich ecology.

Marcisz feminim is i.l'LI.l:lﬂll:r.liI:-I! for very different reasons, |:|1.-|:|-|.|E|11: Woar-
ren. Marxist feminists, like Marists, believe physical lsbor & the essenrial
human acrivity thar mransforms narural, matenial resources into produces for
human exchange and consumpeson. This theorerical approach allows licde o
any room for concerns abour narure, since Marxiss and Marxist Feminiss
place liberated “mien and women, as one class, over and agains pamre,""
Moreover, in serring the human world over and against the nonhuman
waorld, Marxist feminism fails to appreciate just how closely women's oppres-
sion is linked with navure’s oppression. To ser women in oppesition to narne
is 0o 5ot woamen in opposition to themselves in a profound way.™

Finally, claimed Warren, radical feminiem is inadequace because it unwir-
tngly “assumes the very namre-cubrure splic char ecofeminism denies™ by
requiring women either to embrace {radical-culrural feminiss) or 1o reject
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size of the populasion, Mastapoisent's communiies are small, self-sufficient,
and very democraric. People have dme for pliy as well as work. Indeed, in-
habiranes of Mastapoisert are anyhing bar workaholics. They enjoy boch che
sereniry of the namaral world and rthe excirement of the “holies.” 2 highly de-
veloped cinenaric/multsensory experience. Persons are both masculine and
feminine; sociery is both namral and culoural

Wanring very much to reconcepaalize naruse and caloure uﬂ”nmmn.ud
waman, Warren claimed feminizes must be scofeminise—withoar i

Percy did, char women must forsake dmr.q:m:lmlr.mhmlugu::.qum:du:a
ton ™ Warren argued thar, bgionfy feminism i pust as much & movement o

ﬂmmunﬂ;m:muﬂm

(1} Feminizm iz 2 movemene o end s=xizm.

(C2} Bur sexism is conceprually linked with narurism (through an oppres-
sive conceprual framework characrenized by a logic of dominarion).

(3} Thus, feminism is (ales] 2 movement to end nacwerism o0

All forms of oppression are interlocked and interowined. Oppresion & a
many-headed beast char will continue to exist and regenerare iself unil human
beings manage completely oo behead it

Foousing on the kind of edhics nmﬂ}uu:ﬁ:-m:u'lg environmentalism, War-
ren niwed there are within it many sexist elemenss, or male biases, thar under-
mine its ability 1o “save the earth.” Only an ecofeminist ethics—an ethics free
of androcentric as well as anchropocentric distortions—can overcome nanarism
ance and for all. Such an ethic, wid Warren, muse be o “care-sengigive
erhics "6

Im :l.n.l:-uu'l:ing_ har ]:rcﬁrm:l scofeminisz athics, Warren claimad i hed
eight “necessary” or “boundary” conditions. Firsz, an ecofeminiss ethics i a
theory-in-process thar evolves wopether with people. Second, an ecofeminist
ethics is entirely “opposed to any ‘Em’ thar presuppases o advances a logic of
dominarion. ™ Mo chread of sexiom, racisme, classism, namurism, or ocher ism
may be woven into the ecofeminist quile. Third, and very impartandy, an
ecofeminist ethics is 2 contexoualist ethics thar invises people o narrate their
relasionships: 1o specify few chey relage o humans, nonhuman animals, and
nanere. Fourh, if i i:.m}ﬂﬁn;,:uid"ll'mn.mm:::ﬁ:ﬂﬂnjn ethics is an in-
clusivise arhics rhar n.:l-:nn-wlud.!;u FESpects, and welcomies differance. Unliks
an exclusivist echics, an indlusivisr echics is empirically unbiased: thar i, &t
passes the “R-d test” for goed generalizations abour differens sors of human
beings. nonhuman animals, and nanere 4 By making sure thar its emipirical
claimis are based an dara char is (1} represemative. |2 random, (3} che ri;:h'l:
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(ed. Maynard Solomon, 1979) and Marxast Literary Theory: A Keader
ieds. Terry Eagleton and Drew Milne, 1996). Overviews are Terry
Eagleton’s Marxram and Literary Crikicism (1976) and Phalip Goldstein's
The Politics of Literary Theory: An Introduction to Marist Critictsm (1990).
A focus on an individual author is Jean Howard and Scott Shershow's
Murxiat Shakespeares (20000

Feminist and Gender Criticism

Inflaence of feminist criticism. Feminist and gender criticism
have much in common with reader-response and new historicist
criticism, especially with critics who, like Stanley Fish, believe
that interpretations of literature are influenced by communities of
readers. We include it here under “All of Reality™ because it bases
its interpretations on ideas about the nature of temales and female
experience. With the rise of feminism in the 19505 and 1960s, femi-
nist critics claimed that, over the years, men had controlled the most
influential interpretive communities. Men decided which conven-
tions made up “literature” and judged the quality of works. Men
wroke the literary histores and drew up the lists of “great” works—
the literary canon. Because works by and sbout women were largely
omitted from the canon, female authors were ignored, and female
characters miscorstrued.
Since the 1960, feminist literary critics have successtully chal-
d these circumstance:. Far more women now teach, in 3
evaluate, and theorize about literature than ever before. Previously
lected works such as Zora Neale Hurston's Their Eves Were
Wiatcing God (1937), Kate Chaopin's The Awakening (1899), Charlotte
Perkins Gilman's “The Yellow Wallpaper” (1892), and Rebecca Hard-
ing Davis's Life in the Iron-Mills (1861) are now widely read. Certain
literary genres practiced by women, such as diaries, journals, and
letters, have gained more respect. Mumerous anthologies, literary
histories, and interpretive studies explore women's contributions
to literature. Kecently, however, a new movement, “gender stud-
e, has evolved out of fermdndst studies in order to address broader
issues; notably, the nature of both femininity and masculinity, the
differences within each sex, and the literary treatment of men and
homosexuals. Gender studies “complicate” feminst studies because,
although they share many interests, they are not exactly the same.
Both, however, are political in that they argue for the fair representa-
tion and treatment of persons of all “genders.”
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Foucanlt. Gender criticisn, Fu:r}la.]:u becaws it 1% S0 new, memains
a nebulous, difficult-to-define alF-]:ln:a.-r_h i the !Iud}r of literature.
It covers almost anything having to do with “gender,” including
fermimist criticism, theorses of cultural influence, anl:l crimes such a=
sexual abuse. One of the most important gender criticem
15 its exploration of the likerary h'l:a.h'nml: ]'llmuni::l.uall.{].r As with
new historicism, the theorist who most influences gender studies
is Michel Foucault. The first volume of his three-volume study The
History of Sexuality (1976) states his basic ideas about sexuality. The
Western concept of “sexuality,” Foucault maintains, is not a univer-
sal category but was invented in the late nineteenth century. Sexu-
ality in the modern West is not innate or biological but s instead
a matrix of concepts created by society. Society, in other words,

“constrocts” uluth‘.r These concepis constitute an “ideclogy™ that
benefits |:u:|.1-|:l|.i: in power, most mrl:.ul:rl_'!.' ]:Iul.l:l'E;uui:. rnEr:il'nli:.tl.. Lik
all ideologies, this one is manifested in discourses such as religion,
science, politics, medicine, and literature.

Some gender critics disagree with Foucault's heavy emphasis
on cultural determinism. They believe that sexual identity,
includin hmmxuaﬂl'}'. resulbs Froenm |:|-iu]|.'|ﬁ;i-|:a.'| rather than cultural
causes. Gay criticism {which deals with men) and lesbian criticism
{which focuses on females) at first espoused homosexuality as no
less “natural” and “normal” than heterosexuality. Gay and lesbian
“pride” meant coming out of the doset, accepting a common iden-
tity, and joining the struggle against homophobia. Gay and lesbian
critics studied the works and lives of authors whao were admitted
homosexuals and bisexuals or who seemed to have suppressed
homosexual tendencies. They sought to expose the politics of gender
in society and literature—how certain groups manipulate concepts
of gender for their own benefit.

Queer theory. But gueer theory, a new and still evolving branch
of gay and lesbian criticism, calls into guestion the “essential-
ist” concepts of gender held by earlier gay and lesbian critics. As
Annamarie Jagose (in Chueer Th'i:ln,r An Inbroduction) says, instead of
holding that homosexuality, or any sexuality, is the same for everyone,
queer theory embraces the post-structuralist notion that all meanings,
including sexual identity, are unstable: “within poststructuralism,
the very notion of |.-|:|-|.-|'|.'|:|I'|.I as a coherent and abiding sense of self is
perceived as a cultural I'a:nlzu:,. rather than a demonstrable fact” (82).
Foucault's belief that sexuality is “not an essentially personal attribute
but an available cultural category” (79) has greatly influenced queer
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Feminist criticism

"Fen el @ feminist—1 like menl”

“I'm not a feminig—| think women should be able to say at home and
raise children if they want ol

*I'm nod & feminisi—| wear a bral®

Conrsary to the opintons of many students new 1o the study of feminist lier-
ary criticlsm, many ferminists like men, think dhar women should be able o
sty ar home and raise children if they wanr w do so, and wear bras. Broadly
defimed, feminisr criticism examines the ways in which lierature {and other
culural productions) reinforces or undermines the economic, political, social,
and psvchological oppression of women. However, just as the pracritioners of all
erirical theories do, feminit crities hold many different oplmions on all of the
issues ther discipline examines. o fact, some feminists call cheir feld feminisms
in oeder o underscare the multiplicicy of poines of view of s adberents and offer
ways of thinking thar oppose the tradivonal rendency to believe there 15 a single
best podne of view. Yer many of us who are new o the soudy of feminist theory,
both male and female, have decided ahead of time thar we are nor feminiss
because we dont share whatever feminist point of view we have found the most
objectionable. In other waords, before we even come w the theory classsoom,
ey of us have reduced feminism vo wharever we consider its most objection-
able element and, on thar basis, have rejecred ir. This amitude reveals, | think,
the oversimplified, negative wview of feminism cthar stll persiss in American
culture woday. For i is from the culture ar large—the home, the workplace, the
media, and so0 cn—rhar we have gathered the anifeminist Mas we somerimes
bring ieveo the classeoom

T see howe this megarive overstmplificarion works o blind us to the seriosness
of the issues feminizm raises, ler's briefly examine one of the most maligned
femindst claims: thar we should not use the masculine prosoun ke o represent
borh men and women. For many people, this claim sugpests whar they see as
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the trivial, even infantile, narure of feminist demands. Whar possible difference
could it make f we continue 1o use the “inclusive he™ 1o refer o members of
both sexes? We know whar we mean when we do i s somply a convention of
lanpuage thar includes both males and females. Such people believe thar femi-
nists shiould just concentrate on gerting women an equal crack ar the dough and
forger all this nonsense abour pronouns! Foe many feminises, however, the use
of the prosoun he o refer o members of both sexes reflects and perpenuares
a “habit of seeing,” a way of looking ar life, thar uses male experience as the
standard by which the experience of both sexes is evaluated. In other words,
although the “inclusive he™ claims 1o represent both men and women, in realicy
ir is pare of a deeply rooted cultural amirude char ignores women's experiences
and Blinds ws o women's polnes of view, The damaging effecrs of this arnipsde
can be seen in a number of areas.

For example, before the cenmuries-old scruggle for women's equalicy inally emerged
im lierary studies in the e 19605, the literary works af (whire) male aurhors
describing experience from a (white) male podne of view was considered the stan-
dard of universalicy—thar is, representarive of the experience of all readers—and
universality was considered a major criterion of grearness. Because the warks af
(white) fernale suthors (and of all auwhors of color) do not describe experience
from a {white) male podnr of view, they were not considered universal and hence
did nor become part of the lirerary canon. Ir is interesting to note thar popu-
lariry was mor necessarily considered evidence of universaliry, for many women
wiiters who enjoyed widespread fame during their lives were not "canonized”
im literary histories, which focused primarily on male weiters. OF course, those
holding wp rhis standasd of greammess did not believe they were being unfaiely
discriminarory; they simply believed thar they were rejecring lirerary texs thar
were not undversal, thar were not grear. Even when (white) wormen authors began
o appear more frequently in the canon and on college syllabi in the mid-19705,
they were not represented on an equal basis with {white) male aurhors.

Even woday, unbess the erirical or histarical poine of view s femindst, there is
a rendency o underrepresent the contribution of women writers. For exam-
ple, in Manthew |. Bruccoli's preface o recent edicions of The Grrear Gasby, he
notes that the 19205 was “an age of achievement . . . in American literapure™
(%) amd lisrs the names of twelve auhors w supporr his chim. Only one of
those aurhors—Willa Cather—iz a woman, Whar abour Ellen Glasgow, Susan
Cilaspell, Mella Larsen, Edra St Vincenr Millay, RBolla Lynn Riggs, Gertrude
Stein, Djuna Barnes, Elizaberh Maddox Boberrs, H. DL (Hilda Doolicde), o
Marianne Moose? Thar many students probably recognize oaly a few of these
narmes ilhesreares the marginalization of many women writers by lirerary history,
though not mecessarily by the reading public ar the time these women wroe.
Similarly, in most Hollpwood flms, even woday, the camera eve (the polnr of
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view from which the film s shot) is male: the female chasacters, not male, are
the objects gazed on by the camera and often eroticized as if a male eye were
viewing them, as if the polnt of view of the "universal” moviepoer were male.

Perhaps the most chilling example of the damaging effects of this “habdr of see-
img™ 15 found in the world of modern medicine, where drugs prescribed for both
sexes often have been tested on male subjects cnly. In other words, in laboratoey
tests o determine the safery of prescription drugs before marketing them, men's
responses frequently have been wsed o gather staristical dara on the medica-
tioms’ effecriveness and possible side effects. As a result, women may experience
unexpected side effects while male wsers are unaffected How could medical
scienrists mor have anricipated this problem? Surely, the cultugal habir of seeing
male experience as universal playved a role.

Traditional gender roles

[ affer the above examples up frone becase | think they show some of the ways
irn whikch all of us have been progeammed 1o see (or w be blind), myself included.
[ consider myself a recovering parelarchal woman, By parsiarchal wonn | ovean,
af course, a woman who has internalized the norms and values of parsiarche,
which can be defined, in short, as any culture thar peivileges men by prome-
ing readinional pender roles. Traditional gender roles cast men as raconal, sirong,
protective, and decisive; they cast women as emotional (ircacional), weak, nus-
ruring, and submissive, These gender roles have been wsed very successfully
justify inequicies, which still cccur taday, such as excluding women from equal
access o leadership and decision-making positions (in the family as well as in
polivics, acaderia, and the corporate world), paving men higher wages than
women for doing the same job (if women are even able to obrain che job), and
convincing women that they are mot fir for careers in such areas as marhena-
ics and engineering. Many people today believe such mequities are a thing of
the past because antidiscriminatory laws have been passed, such as the law thar
guarantees women equal pay for equal work. However, these laws are frequently
side-stepped. For example, an emplover can pay a woman less for performing the
same work as a man (o for doing more work than a man) seply by giving hee a
different job tirle. So women sall are paid roughly berween ffty-five and elghry
cents, depending on their ethnicity and age, for every dollar earned by men.

Parriarchy is thus, by defimitbon, sexisr, which means it promotes the belief thar
women are innately inferice to men. This belief in the inborn inferioriry of
women 15 a form of what 15 called biological essentialism because w15 based on
biological differences berween the sexes thar are considered part of cur unchang-
ing essence as men and women. A striking llustrarion is the word hvsterie, which
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Fanst stage.  Asurvwy of the hatory of feminiast and gender criticies
badow spodight their concernn. Thae first stage of Seminist critcones
bugan with two influential books: Si=one de Beauvoir’s The Sa-
oond Sex {1949) and Kate Mille?'s Sexual Palitics (1970). Both authors
criticized the distorted rvprmentation of women by well-known
mady authors. Thesr work leid the foundabion fur the most peevalint
approach of this stage, the “images of womsen™ approach. Following
de Beauvoir and Midlet, feminiet critios callind attenhion o $he unpost,
Satorted, and imited ropoesentation (“imags”) of femalos = woeks
of literature, especally works suthored by makes. They crdebrated
sealistic rpresentabions of women and brought te light

works by and sbout wumen. They sought 50 expose the “politics” of
seli-tntorest that led people 20 create sereoty pacal and fabe imagos

of women.

Sccond stage.  In the second stage of femesst criticism, beginning
n the sardy 1900s, critsox shifted away fooms waorks by males 10 con-
centrate in works by fomales. Blaine Showalter, a prominest cribe
frum this peniod, called this spproach “gyoocriboses © Especially
mflumnbial was the work of French cratcs such s Luce Ingaray, Julia
Kristeva, and Héltow Coous. Their crticien, called dcritune Sasinine
(Seenale wrteg), arpaed for e “esential” (Bological, genetic, pwy-

W&mmmmdmlhu__
%o think and wnte ddferently from men. Cymocntios srged women
% becume familiar with female asthors and o0 dacover thesr ouwn
Semnale “language.” a language that sopposedly enters the subcon-
scicus before the “patriarchal” language of the dossemant culture,
They tried to delineste a female postion, & use of hiterary conven-
Sons and geroes that seems typically “Semale.” Some cribios based
Sermale body. Because women ‘s bodies huve maore Suand thas men's,
Swy argoed, womens writing ts mome “Suad. ® 1t s e stractared, low
snifiec], mooe mclusve of many ponts of vaew, s given to ceat end-
gy, aexd mmaee open bo fantavy than wrtang by mwn. [t sepects oc undier-
mines the “murnage plot” and the “Sappy endieg,™ m which a strong
Sermale protagoest “capetulatn” o a male by marrying him. Fermale
poetics sovies o undentand why female suthon tend to faver certan
pnnes (Jyoc poetry. noved, short story, tale, lettors, dianes, semwnind

Third stage.  The thind stuge of feminist critacsen rvbellod agaewt
S “essentialist” asssmptioes of gynocnibosem and o closedy allind
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with nerw hisbomcsm in ibs focus om the culbomal cmation of sden-
&ty Dayle Rubin, in beeo infuesizal sssays—"The Traffc in Wemen™
{1575} and “Thinkssg Seec™ {19694 —distin g behawen “we” s
“pender.” Wheress sex = fhe binkogacal deffenece babwevs =ales
and females, prader is the cultural differesce. Culture detesmines
Ew traifs and brhavsor that set masculinity spart feom Ssmininiby
and rales on “permal” end “natural” gender desbectiors. Wisters
calture, for smample, bas seen women as passive rather thas ac-
at homa rathes Ban at “wock,” spirtual ragter than magerial, and
enpractical rather thas practical 18 Bas roled that certeen ks of
Evdbarvicer srw “abnor=al™ and “ussatural® for femades o prachice,
-ﬂnpumimdmin-—u.:h_w-hbqpnm
Ei.urmnh-pmﬁ-,*hn,nﬂrq:-:lﬂ'mmhn-,
the Feminzst forms om pander is debersesistic: Many women ase
“trapped ™ by the pender trass assigeaed 1o them by caltune. In an-
wther s, howrever, 82 offess hope. Culhues, sede biskegy, can b

Cremeder criiscism.  All thoee of these “stages” of feminist crfcses
Barre everlapped and cosvssted. Thary continue kb practiced. But
B forus oo prndder = B Bewd stage bed nof only b aonew stage of
Srmimast criticiem, it sl helped by establish S broader sovemant
of gredder crticism. Uintil e sad- 196k, sany et crtics as-
sumind that sll women wers She e infheir belogacal nate, their
gemader Eraits, theer shazed history of oppewssen, and Bearir aspira-
of an elile groap of prople: woses who wene Weshem, politically
Bberal, middle class, and highly educated. Beginning arcund 1985,
m witich women deffer from one another. Factors other than

By mid, give fesales idistity. These fachors include sach things
as racw, athnic backgrrand, s socksconoms arcumstances. Cril-
s began shudying e library sepreseniabon of wosses in sasonty
= deffesent work sibaatons. They brgam ssarang ways females
Bereahies marginalice or “erase” other females. Fechaps masst im-
poriand, ey bugan B0 pay abenhon o e aed geeder deffesenoes
ameng wosen, sspecially betuves hetemnsesuals s hoscsrcaals.
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Pasullideyg the growing sbenst = qualitative seeanch in sociology b
biwen an isereasnd scoptancs of B mithods = other discgplines and
appliecd fGelds Sech dverse disciplews o geography (Deliser, Herbert,
Adtkins, Crasgg, & MeDowall, 300 Hay, 300, politeal scance (Mehlabl,
M), and pevchobogy (Casae, Rhodes, & Yardley, 2003 Fecher, 2005
Qualidariow: Ressarch bn Pagelanogy ) have sios the publication of adstid books,
bexts, amd jouernals on qualitstive neseanch swthods over the past decads
and a hall The Amercen Pevchological Asseciabon starbind publishang the
ol Qualifalie Peychalsgy = 21004, Qualiative seethods havi Bain s
i progran évalustion asd policy messarch (Bogdan & Taylor, 199 Guba &
Lancoln, 1989 M. Q. Pation 1587, 2008, 2000, 2004; Rist 1954) Jouirnale and
bents on gualitabve resssrch can b found in such divesss applind aneas of
ity des T 1S e i i Lt vmiaes, 2003 Musdall, 2012; Strdiskse i &
Carpenber, 2000; Qualisfir Henlk Ressrck], masdal hialth, counseling,
il pavehotherapy (Harpit & Thompees, 30015 MoLeod, 2011, aducation
(Baompllas e Biklos, 20006; Irifvesviafional [osial of Claalibation Sludies i Edsvalis;
Lachimsan, 2000; Qeatidarios Kesaneok in Eduabion), misic edica Bon (Commway,
24), puble beakh (U, Bobeeon, & Tolliy 205, business (Mayvirs,
0%, thinlogy (Swink & Mowat, 2006], disababty sheliis (Fenguss
ot al, 1992, hissan divelopmesd (Daly, J007; fessor, Colly, & Sveder,
1596), sexial work (Shersan & and Risd, 1994, Qualiaiive Sacial Work), and
epeial education (Stainback & Staaback, 19%88).

Ot dowes ok have b b soeiologest o fo thak sociclogically b prac-
B guialitabive sl ARhoigh we mlintily with a socolgaeal tradstion,
qusalitative appeodchis can b used in a beosd sy of desciplines and felds.

Jusk aas sqgmaficamnt ae B isenasisg Sl in qualita e msearch marib-
ol Buie bowen B proliferaton of theortical perepectives roobed s the ph-
nomenolegscal traditees undislying e dormn of ingquicy. We cossslir the
pilaticnehip it thioey il methodology moee felly Liker in his chapler

QUALITATIVE METHODROLOSY

Thar pheiss gualifetive sethokdlogy rifers = the beoadist ssoe o nesdarch
ik produicis deseripting data—gpainpli's own wiben of spokin wonds asd
obsitvable behavioe A Ray Rz (1977) poatid out, qualita e merthodol-
g, Bk duianbs lative method ology, 5 moed tan a s of dati-gathiring hich-
i B = oa way of appeoscheng the empanical world. In this siction wi
present our fotion of qualiative mscacch.

1. Clantibafize resseetredeers ime Comt et pored ity e riasioniong el alfach & Ui
it e o Citral to the plenmomesological pemspective and hisor qualite-
v rissssiarch s urabivebandisyg poogd frosn Baeir own framess of refenendg and



expersencing meality as they experionce it (Corban & Strauss, 2005). Qualitative
researchens empathize and identify with the peaple they study in onder bo
understand how thase people sew thargs. Herbert Blumer (1969) e xplased it
this way-

o try o catch the interpovtative process by semaimeng, aloof ax 2 so-called “ob-
pective” obwrver and nefusing to take the mie of the actng et s o ridk the

woest kand of subjectivisen—the objectve ohwerver s Bkely to 8 o the procsss

of irwepretation with b’ owen surmoses in place of catdhing e procee as it
occurs in the experence of the acting it which uses 2 (p. 38)

Assuggesbed by Blumer's quoke, qualstative researcherns mast atbenmpd to sus-
pend, o set anide, their own perspectiies and tiken-foe-grantad views of
the world Bruva (1968) advised the qualdtative researcher to view things as
though they were higpening for the first e, Nothing i tahen for granted.
Prathis (1973) wrote:

For $w rocologiet, a phmommdopcal appeoach 8 chwrving, the sodial
workd rogruines that he break out of the nutural asstade and examine the very
asumptions that srixture the expertce of acdars in the world of everyday
fe. A method that provides scestance i thas » “hracketing” the sssumptices
of everysday B Thi does mot imvulve denying e exeamcr of the world or
wvwn dosbting i (1t mot the same as Cartesian dousbt). Bracksting changes my
arstcde toward the world, allbwmng me o see with deane viuon | st sdde
preconarpaons and pressppostioos, what | alneady “tnow™ sbout the social
werkd, s order 8o discover it with clarity of veaces (pp. 14-15)

2 Qualatioe resarech & infuctioe. Qualitative resénrchers devedop comcoprts,
insights, and waderstandings from patterns & the data rather than collect-
ing data t0 s preconoeived modeds, hypotheses, or theories. Glaser amd
Strawse (1967) coined the plwise “grounded Bwory™ to refer bo e inductive
thearizing process mvahved in qualaative research that hus $he goal of build-
ing theory. A thoory say be said & be grounded so the extent that it s derived
from and based on the data themselves. Lofland (1995) described this type of
theorizing as “emmwrpent aoulysin” and pomted out that the peodess & aeative
and stuitioe as opposed to mechanscal.

In qualitative studies, sesesnchers follow o fexible rosearch desgn
Masshall & Rossman, 2011). We begin our studses with only vaguely
foemulated research questions. However we bigin, we do not know $or suee
what 1o book for or what specific questions to ask untsl we lunv spest some
i i setting. As we o about o setteng and how participants View thesr
experiences, wi can make deasions regarding additional data to collect on
the basis of what we have already eamed.
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The Charcteristics of (hualitative Research

For mamy years, proposal wolers had o disews the chorscienstics of qualitstive research and
convince feulty and audiences as ko their legitimacy. Now these discussions are less Frequently
found in the literabore and there 15 Some comsensus as o what constitules qualitalive ingury. Thes, oy
supzpesiions aboul this section ol a propoesal are as Bol lows:

= Review the meeds of poential audbences for the proposal. Decide whether audience membsers are
knowledzeable enough abowt the characteristics of gqualitstive research thal this section 15 not
NECEssary.

= IF there 15 some guestion aboul therr knowledse, present the basic charactenstics of qualiative
h in the proposal and p bly discuss @ recenl qualitstrve research journal arbele (or shudyv)
o use &5 an example i illustrate the charscleristies,

= I yous present the basse characterisies, whal ones should you menton? Fortunsiely, there 1% some
common agreement ioday aboul the core characierisioes that define quahiative research A number of
authors of introductony lexs comvey these charmclenstics, suchas Creswell (200 3), Hawch { 2002), and
Marshall and Rossman {2011).

» Nomral sefting: Qualistive researchers jend 10 collect dsta in the Geld al the sile where
partcipants expenence the S5 or problem under sudy. They do mol bring mdividumls into a
lab (a conrived siwmtion), nor do they ppeeally semd oul mstruments for dividels o
complitle. This up-close mfiemmbon gathened by achually talking dorectly o people and seeing
them behave and act within their context 15 a myor charactenste of gualiative research In the
matural setting, the researchers have fuoe-io-Ece inleraction, olen over Hme.

» Kesearcher av key imstrmment: (Qualitstive ressarchers collect data  themselves  through
examumng documents, ohservimg behaveor, o mlerviewing partscopants. They may uwse a
proweed—an insrument for collectng data—but the researchers are the omes who actually
gather the informaton. They do nol tend b owe or rely on quesHonnamres or esinenents
developed by other researchers.

» Multiple sowces of dora: Qualibive researchers typically gather mulple fems of dats, such
&= imerviews, sheervatiors, documents, and sudsovisusl infarmation rather than rely on a single
dats souree. Then the reseanchers review all of the dats, make semse of it and organize 1 mio
calegories or themes thal cul across all of the daty sources.

» nductive and deduciive data analysis: Qualitstive researchers build their pafiems, calegories,
ami themes from the bodlom up by orgameing the dats inle mereasingly mare ahetract unats of
information. Thes mductive process lwstrates. warking back and forth between the themes and
the dastabase wniil the researchers bave established a compretensive set of themes Then
deductively, the resesrchers look back ab their data from the themes o determine i more
evidence can support each theme or whether they need o guher additional information. Thus,
while the process bemm mductively, deductive thinking also plays an important role as the
amalysis moves farwarnd.

» Participants " meamings: Inthe entire qualitative research process, the researcher keeps a o



on learmng e meanang thal the parbopants hold abow the problem or =, ol the memng
that the researchers bring o the research or thal wnkers express i the lieraire.

Emergemt dexign: The research process for qualitstive researchers 15 emergent. This means thal
the imitial plan for research cammol be bghily prescnbed, and some or all phases of the process
may change or shill afler the reseancher enters the feld and begins o collect data. For example,
the quesiions may change, the firns of dats collection may shifl, and the individmls shadied and
the sates vasited may be modilied. The key udea behind gualistive research 5 o learn aboul the
problemoor 5o from partcipants and o address the research e obtain et informaton.

Beflerivity: o qualitalive research, the inguirer rellects aboul bow thear role mn the study and
their persoml background, culbore, and expenences bold potenbal for shaping their
inlerpretabions, ssch as the themes they advance and the mesming they ascrbe o the data. This
aspect of the methods 15 more than merely advancing biases and valves in the study, but how the
hackgromd of the researchers actually may shape the drection of the study.

Holistic aocownt: Qualiaive ressarchers iy o develop a complex picture of the problem ar
tssue undder study, This mvalves reporting nultiple perspectves, dentifiang the mamy Beclors
volved moa sihoison, and generally skeching the larger pocture el emerges. A visusl moded
of many fcets of a process or a central phenomenon aids in establishing this Bolisbe piciure
{see, fior example, Creswell & Brown, 1992).



) Irterpreting the Meaning of
ThemesDescriptions

1

Interretating ThemesDescription
{e.g., grounded theory, case study)

I I

I |

Valdasing the
Coding the Data
MW”O'I the (hand or camputer)

|

Reading Through Al Data

Data for Analysis

|

Raw Data {ranscripts, '
feldnotes, images, etc.) !

_——————rd

Step 1. Orgarze and prepare the data for amalysis. Thes ivolves transenbing interviews, optically
scamming material, typing wp feld notes, catalogung all of the viswl mstersal, and sorting and
arranging the data into different types depending on the sources of information.

Step 2. Read or look at all the dats This first step provides a general sense of the information and
an opportumty to reflect on its overall meaning. What general 1deas are particapants saying” What 13
the tone of the ideas? What 15 the impression of the overall depth, credibilsty, and use of the
information? Sometimes qualitative researchers write notes in margins of transcnpss or observational
field notes, or start recordimg general thoughts shout the data at this stage. For visual data, a
sketchibook of sdeas can begin to take shape.

Step 3 Startcoding all of the data. Coding 15 the process of organizing the dats by bracketing
chunks (or text or mmage segments) and writing a word representing 2 category in the margns
(Rossomn & Rallis, 2012). It involves taking text dats or prctures gathered during data collecton
segmenhing sentences (or paragraphs) or images 1nto categones, and labeling those categocies with a
term, often a term based i the actual language of the particapant (called an in vivo tlerm). As shown in
Table 9.4, Tesch (1990) provided the eight steps typically wed in forming codes.



| Gt w werme of the whele. Read all the ramcnpioes carchully. Ferhaps ol dows sane sieas as ey come o mnd as pouread.
3 Fﬂ_hﬂlm,_mﬂ—hﬂﬂthhﬂ,ﬁnﬂtwﬂﬁ# Euh#.
bl s

asking yourscll “What & the sbodd™ Do s thek abou e sl of the mik

houghis in the masgn.

5 When you lave plcicd ths bask fie A 3 weake o bl off ol lopes. Chster logether sardar bpes. Form Lhess
topica e ckeres, perbaps smayed s e, i, and ke flover g

& Mow ke Uhe kil and @y back o yor data. Abbrevaie the fopcs as codes and wrile the codes next o Lhe sppryriaic scpmenis
ol the lex. Try this pro ¥ gy, wch 1o woe il mew calemres and odes cmeme

5 Find the mosl deriplive wording s poor lopici and lom e nlo calcgores. Lok fr wines of rodecng your kotal o

cakepore by th-ﬁl.zihb:-&-:kr Perhaps draw bncs boiwern your calcponcs ko show nicer biborshps

Mlake o fral dociin on the abbreve for cach calegory and alphal these codes.

Acscrbe the daia rrudrral be b kocach colepory mone plice and porfoems o prolemsry snadoe

I ey, recode your cuslng data. (pp 142149

=

In addimon, gve some stlention kb the tpes of codes 1o develop when analyeing a text ramscrpt or
@ pacture (or ather type of visml object). | iend 10 ok shout codes 25 Qllmg mie three calegores:

= Codes on wopecs that readers would expect to fnd, based on the past luerature and common sense.
When studvang bullvang in the schools, | might code some segments as “stiiades toward onesell”
Thes code would be expected 10 a sty aboul bullying in the schoals.

= Cisdes that are surprisimge and el were niod anbscrpatid s the beganmng of the stuly. In & sty of
leadershap in nomprafil orgenizmtions, | might learn abowt the impact of geo-warmeng on the bulding
of the organimbion and bow thas skapes the locaBon and prosxamuty of mdividuals 1w one ansther.
Withasut poang vl o the building befire the study begins and looking at ot [ would not necessanly
think abeut the codes of geo-warming and location of oifices in oy study of leadership.

= Cisdes: that are unusisl, and dheat are, inoand of hemselves, of conceptual mierest o readers. 1 wall
use ome of the codes that we discovered o qualiative study of a campus” respanse i 3 gueman
{Asmussen & Creswell, 1995). We dud ool anbopate the code “retnegermg” 10 emenge 0 our
study, and 1t surfaced fom the perspective of 2 psvehologs called oo the campus 1o sssess the
responge. The Bt that individuals were remunded of past raumabe incidenls—retrigeering—
prampled us o we the lerm as an important code and ultemeiely o theme moour analyas.

Ome further dssue aboul coding 15 whether the researcher should (2) develop codes anly on the
hasis of the emergng mfrmstion collected fram participarts, (b) we predetermned codes and then
i the data o them or (c) we some combimstion of ermergng and predetermimed codes. The
tradibonal approach in the sonal soences 15 o allow e codes o emerge during the data amalysas. In
the health sciences, a popular approach s o we predelermined codes based on the theory being
exmined. Inthis case, the reszarchers might develop o guaEative codebook, o ble that contams a
st of predeermiced codes bt researchers we for coding the dsta. Guest and colleagues (20012)
discissed and illustrated the we of codeboaks i qualitabive research The iatent of & codehook 15 10
provide defimbons Bor codes and o moumee coherence amorg codes—especaally when mullsple
omders are imvolved. Thas codebook would provede a list of codies, & code label for each code, a




hrsef delinason of 1L, a full defintion of it information about shin o me the code and when ot o wse
i, and an example of a quote illustrating the code. This codebook can evolve and charge during a
sty based on close analyis of the deta when the retearcher 15 nol slarting [rom an emergng code
perspective. For researchers who bave a distinet theory they want 1o lest i their projects, | would
recommend that a prelimnary codebaok be developed fior eoding the data and permil the codebook ti
dewelop and change based on the infirmation learmed during the data amilyis.

Slep 4. Use the coding process o generate 3 descripbion of the setling or people 2z well as
calegories or lhemes for amlysis, Desoription mvolves a detuled rendering of mformation about
people, places, o events o a sething Researchers can penerale codes for this description. This
amalysas s weful i designing detuled descrippons for case shadies, ethnograploes, and mrrative
research progects. Use the coding as well lor generating o seall number of themes or catiegories—
perbaps fve W seven themes lor a research shady. These themes are the ones that appear & mmjor
ndicgs ingualitstive shadies and are oflen wed as headings in the findings sectiors (or in the
linadicezs section of 2 dissertation or thess) of gudses. They showld desplay multiple perspectives from
individials and be supported by diverse quotations and specific evidence.

Beeyond identi fring the themes during the coding process, qualitative ressarchers can do muach with
themes o bunld addiioml layers of cormplex analyas. For example, researchers inlercannect themes
im0 4 Slory lme (4% in mermtves) or develop them into a theoretical model (as in grounded theary).
Themes are analyeed fir each indaviduwal case and across different cases (&5 m case sudies) or
shaped inlis a general deseniption {2 in phensmenalogy). Sophisbcated qualitative shadies g beyond
description and theme sdent fcation and form complex thems: connections.

Skep 5 Advance how the description and themes will be represenited in the qualiative narrative.
The mosl popular approach 15 i we 8 mrative passage o comeey the Andings of the amlysis. This
mught be a discussion that mentiors a chronology of events, the detabed dascussion of several themes
{complele with subthemes, specific lluwtrabons, muliple perspectves from individusls, and
quistatsons) or 2 discussion with inbercomnecting themes. Many qualitative researchers also uwse
visuals, [gres, or hles as adjuncts w0 the discussions. They present a process model {as in

growded theory), sdvance a drawimg of the specific redearch sile (as in ethnography), of comvey
descriptive mormaben aboul exch partscipant moa table {as in case studies and ethnograplaes ).

Slep fo A Bl cep ndats amlyis mvolves making an interpretation in qualitative research of
the findings or results, Asking, “What were the Jesons bearned™ caplures the esence of this 1dea
{Lineoln & Cuba, 1985). These lessons could be the researcher's persom| inlerpretation, couched i
the understanding that the inqurer boms o the smdy fom a personal colure, hisiory, and
experiences. 1 could also be a meaning denved from a comparison of the findings with informtion
gleaned o the liersture or theories. In this way, aohors suppest that the Ondings confirm past
infrmation or diverge from il [ can also suggest new quesbons that need o be asked—gquestions
raised by the data and analysis that the inguiter had nid foreseen eardier in the shudy. Ethnographers
cam end a study, Wolcon [ 1994) saud, by stanre further questions. The questoning spproach 15 also
wied mn transformative approsches o qualitalive research, Mareover, when qualitabive researchers
i & thearetical lens, they can fiem mberpretations that call fior action agendas fior refirm and change.
Researchers might describe bow the narrative oulcame wall be compared with theories and the
general hiterabre on the fopic. Inomany qualiabive arbeles, researchers also discuss the hlerabre

thie end of the study (see the disoussion i Chapier 2) Ths, interpretstion in qualitative research can
take many forms; be adapled for dofferent types of designs; and be fexble o0 comey persoml,
researe hebased, and sction mearmngs.
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Although valsdaiion of Endings ovcars hroughout the steps inthe process of research (as shown in
Figure 9.1}, this discussion Bewies on il 1o emable a researcher o wribe o passage inbo a propasal on
the procedures for validaung the fndings that will be udertaken ina stdy. Proposal developers
need ko convey the steps they will ke in ther shadies b check for the acowracy and credabality al
their fndings. Validity does mol carry the same comaotations 10 gqualitstive research as il dies
queanbitstive research; nor s a compamon of reliability {exammnng stahility) ar general cabilaty (e
eterml validity of applyving resalls to new selbez, people, o samples. both are discussed in
Chapter B). Qualifative vali§ty means that the researcher checks for the accuracy of the findies by
emplyang certan procedures, while qualitetive relability indicaies tht the resmarcher s approach
15 comsislent across dilfierent researchers and daffirent progecis (Gabhs, 2007}

Validity 15 ome of the strengibs of gqualitstive research and 15 based on determaning whether the
lindimgs are sccurate from the standpoint of the researcher, the parbcipant, or the readers of an
sooonml {Creswell & Maller, 20005, Terms aboumd m ther qualibirve Dilerature et address validity,
such as frustworthiness, awthenticity, and credibifity (Creswell & Miller, 20007, and it 15 a moch-
thsewssed iopoe (Lincoln, Lyobom, & Coba, L)

A procedural perspeciave that | recommend fior research proposals 15 w identfy and discoss one ar
miwe straeges available o check the accuracy al the fndices. The researcher aclively moorporates
vilidity strafegies o their propesal. | recommend the we of maluple approsches, and these should
enhance the researcher’s shality o sssess the sccwracy of ndings 25 well as convince readers of that
pocuracy. There are eighl primary sirategies, orgamized from those most requently wed and easy o
ingplement 1o thase oocasionally used and more dafficudt i mmplement:

= Trigngelate different dats sources of informmation by examining evidence fom the somrces and using
il buld a coberent juwbfication for themes, [§ hemes are established based on comeergng several

sources of dala or perspectives from pariscipants, then this process can be claimed as addang 1o the
vialudaty of the shuly.

Use member checking o determane the sccuracy of the qualitative Bodings throwsh @king the foal
repart or specific descrptiors or themes back w0 paricipans and delerminieg whelber these
participants lisel that they are accwrste. This does ol mean kg back the raw ramsenpils 1o check
fior accuracy; instead, the researcher takes back paris of the podished or semi-polished product, such
as the major findings, the themes, the case amalysis, the groamded theory, the coliural descripton,
and %o forth, This procedure can imalve conducting a follow-up mierview with parbcipants in the

shly and providing an opperiundty for them o commaent on the findings,

Use arich, thick description o convey the findings, This descripion may ranspon readers io the
sefing and give the discsson an element of shared experiences. When qualitabive ressarchers
provwide detaled descripiions of the seirg, fior example, or offer many perspectives shoul 3 thems:,
the: resulis become more realistic and richer, This procedure can addd wo the validity of the findires.

Clarafy the bigs the resesrcher brongs to the stuly This self-rellection creabes an open and hooest

narrative thal will resonaie well with readers. Rellectvity has already been mentioned as a core
characteristic of gqualistve research Good gqubistive research contass comments by the

reseapchers aboul bow their mierpretation of the Andings 15 shaped by thesr background, such as



Qualitative Methods

ualitative methods demonstrate a different approach to scholarly inguiry than methods of
Qquartitauw: rescarch Although the processes are similar, qualitative methods rely on text and

image data, have unique steps in data analysis, and draw on diverse designs. Writing a methods
section for a proposal for qualitative research partly requires educating readers as to the intent of
qualitative research, mentioning specific designs, carefully reflecting on the role the researcher plays
in the study, drawing from an ever-expanding list of types of data sowrces, using specific protocols
for recording data, analyzing the information through multiple steps of analysis, and mentioning
approaches for documenting the accuracy—aor validity—of the data collected. This chapter addresses
these important components of writing a good qualitative methods section into a proposal. Table 9.1
presents a checklist for reviewing the qualitative methods section of your proposal to determine
whether vou have addressed important topics.

I'mhie %1 A Uhecklet ol Questions for Desgnmg o Uualmacye: Procedure

re the hasic charactersaes of qualintive siudies memioned?

the specific npe of qualissive design o be used m the study memioned™ Is the history of, o definiton of, and
the reader gain an understanding of the researcher’s roke n the saady (past bsioneal socid cdtural
rences, persoml connections o sies and people, sisps n ganng eniry, and sexsiive ethical Esses) and how
v mary shape mlerpreiations made o e shady?

‘the purposer sampleg straiegy for stes and ndhiduek denifed!

re the specific forms of data collection memioned and a rationale greem for their me?

re the procedures for recording mformation dunng the data collection demiled (sach 25 protiocok ) *

re the data analysis sieps idemified™

there evidence that #e researcher bas organied the daim for anabysis™®

the researcher reviewed the daiz genemally 1o obtain a sexse of the: mimmation?”

the researcher ooded the daia™

the codes heen developed o fom o description and'or to ideniify themes?

re the themes memrelied o show & higher level of amabse and sbeimaction™

re the ways that the data will be represemed memioned—such as n inhles, graphe, and figures™

ﬂmﬂ baszes for mierpreting the analbsis heen specified (personal expenences, the Beratre, questinns, action
the researcher mentinned the cutcome of the stady |developed & theory, prosided & complex picture off

sf?

mulbiple sirategies heen cied for validning the fndings
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ordination, in Christian churches, a rite for

ministers. The essential ceremony consists of
the laying of hands of the ordaining minister
upon the head of the one being ordained, with

prayver for the gifts of the Holv Spirit and of
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Waomen's Ministry in the Church
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In 1893 a1 the World's Parliameni of Religions in Chicago, the Reverend Aniimetie Brown Blackwell
declared that “[w]omen are nesded in the pulpit as imperatively and for the same reason that they are
needed m the world—because they are women.™ The Rev. Blackwell was the first woman 1o be ordained
by an esmablished denomination in the United Staies, having been called 1o be pasior of a Congregational
church in Somth Butler, Mew York, in 1833, Like many women of her day, she was active in speaking
out a5 a Christian sgainst slavery and for numszrous other social and ecomomic refomas. In the lavz |%th
cenbary, the (uaker preacher Lucretin Moti and she Universalist preacher Olympia Brown were also
recognized in the minisary of their churches, ax was the imepressible Jarena Lee in the African Meghodist
Episcopal Church. These women wene preceded by generatioms of female peeachers who bad few
credentizls beyond their own clear sense of divine calling. Bl the gueston of women's erdination did
not become o widespread and baming issue for Amenica’s charches il the mid-20th century

In recend decades, one of the most coniroversial and visible differences betwesn the vanous sireams of
Christizmity in Amenica has been whether women are present in e ordained mimisiry. Some Holimess
and Peniscostal demominations were among the firs 1o begin ardainisg women in the first half of the
2k century, believing that the Haoly Spirit could empower whoever God chose. In the 19305 and | 96is,
the Preshyterizns and Mehodists slso began ordaining women o full status in the ministry, Ballowed by
mcet of the Lutheran charches im the 19705 Afier decades of discussion in e Episcopal Church, the
ordination ssee was hrought bo a onsis m 1974 when three hishops sook maiters imio their own hands
and conducted mn “irregular” oedination of eleven women 1o the priesthood. Two vears later, the
Epizcopal Clearch voted officially © open the prissthocsd so women. Today, in local churches from Long
Beach, Califomia, to Long lsland, Mew York, women serve as priests and ministers, fally ardained by &
wide specarum of Protesmnt denominations. Wish the 2010 ordination of Margaret Lee in the Diocese of
Cuuincy, Minois, women have been crdained as priests in all 110 dioceses of the: Episcopal Church in the
United Saies.



In mamy of America’s charches, however, there are no women in the ordeimed ministry. This includes
America’s two largest denomiranons, the Roman Catholic Church and the Southern Baprist Comvention
izlthough there have been women ordained by imdnidusl Southem Bapiss charches).

In the Eastern Ovthodox cherches, the imsee of women's ordisaiion remeirs closed and without msch
controversy. The same could be smd of many independend Proiesiant churches, even though women bad
ofiem been ordemed i the early years of these movements—in the midst of 1 9th-ceniury revivalism,
refirm, and egaliariomism. In el of éhese churches, however, women are visthle in other fomms af
muimisiry, including m teaching. counseling, cheplaincy, administraiion, worship, youth mmisiry,
community owiresch, mmd pastoml care positions. o both the Roman Cashalic Chureh ond in @ numéber of
Onhodox churches, women also have mporan lesdership roles as members of religious orders. But
women in these charches are excluded from the crdained, sacrmamenial ministry, which prevenis
them from officiming Holy Communion services, perfomuing the major sacraments of the life cycle,
headimg charches and dinceses, deciding doctrine, ond holdisg higher positiors of power in the church.
Those who oppose womeen's ordinetion aniculaie their opposition on the basis of their theology af
gender and om what they undersiand io be an unchanging tradition of male minisiry end priesthood,
beginning with Chrst and the twelve disciples

As with many issues, the imerpretation of the Bible is at stake in the discussion of women's ordimation.
Opponents of women's ordimation call upon passages in 5t Paul's letiers im the Mew Testament, such as
I Tinsothy 2-11, “Let the womsen keam in silence with fall sebmission. | pemeit no woman bo teach or 1o
have sathority over @ mam; she & o keep silemt.” Those who affiom women's ordination, however, also
quote the references of 51, Paul 1o women serving as dencors, spostles, and co-workers, as well 2 his
Letter 1o the (alatians 3-X7.24: “There is mo longer Jew or (areek, there is mo longer slave or free, there
i5 mo longer male and female; for all of you are ome in Chnis Jesas ™ Parther, they also cite how the
rewarrecied Jesus appeared firs to Mary Magdalene, meaning that a woman was the first o witness the
resmamection and be entrusted with proaclaiming the message of Good News.

In the Roman Catholic Church indey, many people sze women's ordination io the priesthood 25 an
urgent issue. Alrmady women have sssemed de facio lesdership of many parishes because of the aome
shoringe of male pricsis. Some Roman Catholic sisters whio have felt called 1o priesthood continue 1o
press for ordination, & move said 10 be sepported by 6 pereem of American Casholics. Oither women
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